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Repair parts get priority 


WASHINGTON. — With 


By William Ullman 
Staff Correspondent 


Supply, Unaffected 
On Defense Front 


m the king! Both these hit the|,. ‘ 

a oon the head as applied to high ‘¥ ranking government ASHINGTON— | Avi ti teri P 

mduction of the current models,| officials clamoring for a 50 There tc ie | _ meter tedeetry............ age 
f this month it i . ; Metal savings for ‘42 ........... 12 

nay the end © ¥ percent curtailment of auto creasing cCon- | Pa. ‘boosts truck weighis ieodens 10 


;expected that most of the as- 
mbly lines will have been stopped | 
1 anticipation of the changeover | 
wr the 1942 models. Some are down | 
yw and there’s one company that 
as its new pilot cars already built. 
faming no names, it is anticipate 
tat within the next week this| 
ompany’s new stuff will b i 
» show its distributors who will 
ome to Detroit for their annual | 
get-together with the factory folk. | 
f * * 


CURRENT - MODEL production 
as been affected by the Aug. 1 
gadline set by OPM in its curtail- 
vent order. You'll remember that 
- who can forget it? Under its 
gms the industry’s quota for 1942 
ms set at 20 percent, based on 
8 41 production, which had been 
gimated at about 5,400,000. There 
wre built in the first half of this 
alendar year 2,838,240 cars and 
tucks, which is second-best to 
%29’s first half. There's still an-| 
ther month to add-—about 400,000 | 
mits, it’s estimated until the 
adline is reached and the 1941 | 
nodel-year ended in a production 
vay. 


* * * 


EVEN IF a new record is set. it a previous program, came as some- 


hould not alarm Washington, for | 
his industry's activities in the first 
ulf can be likened to getting in 
he crops before the storm breaks. 
lo my way of thinking all this has 
wt interfered with the defense 
fforts, for while the automobile 
ndustry is Washington’s main de- 
vendence in this emergency, pod 
Army and Navy have not been) 
rady to utilize to the utmost the) 
industry’s vast resources. 


as to specifications for _the new 
wmament has been a big bottle- 
neck. - 
In this calm before the storm, 1 
was but natural that the factories 


should run at top speed in order to 


keep up with retail sales a 
a record because of “fear. ° 
public bought ahead of time, as 
ticipating curtailment and possibly 
taking without a grain of salt ~d 
tumors that the use of — e| 
materials would result in in “ 
tars. Happily, this fear is nanny | 
being dissipated, for the engineers 
tell me that in many cases —, 
will be better than the ma 


replaced. 


, 


* 

IN CONSEQUENCE of om ~ 
paralleled sales record in i i 
half. there are few 41 monies I e 
on dealers ee "ror the first 
eae years it will not be 
necessary to resort to cut prices or 


* * 


to 


“fire sales ff 
he new stulfl. ae 
ready edhe “fear” has had a simi- 
= SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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| Treasury Morgenthau declared tha 


|program is to go forward quickly. 


iwi ‘ > 
|counter a stiff battle. Quick rein- 
/troduction of new legislation, fol- | 


|W 


cern here | 
; among thought- 
ful observers, | 
official and un- 
official alike, | 
with respect to 
the position of 
dealer organizations in the period 
of national emergency. This is 
true, of course, with especial 
emphasis in the automobile in- 
dustry. But it is by no means 
limited to this industry. A similar 
situation is being faced in every 
industry in which retailers are 
likely to have greater and greater 
difficulty in securing goods to 
sell. 
It is recognized here, how- 
ever, that in no industry is 
such a dealer crisis ahead as 
in the automotive. That is true 
because the automobile dealer 
for the most part yields but 
three commodities — and they 
are to all intents and purposes 
three-in-one. They are new and 
used cars and service on those 
| cars. When the automobile 
dealer no longer can obtain 
new cars to sell—or when his 
supplies are cut by 30, 40, 50 
and more percent, his prob- 
lem becomes acute. 

There has been favorable com- 
ment here regarding the vigorous 


mobile production, highly- 
important meeting will be held 
here Wednesday (July 23) between | 
federal officials and a passenger- | Fred J. Fisher 
car subcommittee of the new Auto- ... eldest of famed 7? dies | 
tive Defense Industry Advisory | | 
ting will be the fitting of addi- Notables Attend 

i f rk quic into | ° 

facilities now devoted to car output., L uneral Rites For 


facilities now devoted to car output. | 
Fred Fisher, 63) 


Predictions that the motor in-| 
dustry soon would be required to} 

DETROIT.—Impressive ceremon- | 
ies marked the funeral of Fred J. | 


reduce 1942-model output by an-| 
other 30 percent, making 50 percent | 

Fisher, eldest of the seven Fisher | 
brothers, last Wednesday at the 


in all compared with the 1941-model | 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacra- 


run of about 5,400,000 units, were | 
made before a House on tee | 
week by Donald M. Nelson, | E 3 
aneiaiies dhecsian of the OPM, | a here. Mr. . ie . 14 | 
and by Leon Henderson, head of |°! Pneumonia at Henry Ford hos-| 
OPACS. In addition, Secretary of | Pital at the age of 63. He had been 
: t ill for some weeks following his 

recent return from Florida. 
| One of Mr. Fisher’s nephews, an 
| assistant pastor at Ste. Ann’s par-| 
ish, Fremont, O., said the solemn | 
requiem mass, following which the | 
Most Rev. Edward Mooney, arch- 
bishop of Detroit, gave the final 
absolution. 

The casket, covered with roses | 
and orchids, was carried into the | 
| cathedral by nine nephews—Charles | 
; il Fisher jr., William P. Fisher, | 
hat of or ieee wae alee | Everill E. Fisher, Thomas Fisher, | 
gram prop 'Louis Fisher, Alfred J. Fisher jr., | 











committee. Principal subject of the 








non-defense industries must be cur- 
tailed sharply if the rearmament 


Meanwhile, Congress prepared 
for the introduction this week of 
revised price-control legislation, | 
th prospects that it would en- 


lowing the trouble encountered by 


n- 


OTTAWA. — Described 
as the “first steps” to meet 
the shortage of gasoline, Can- 
ada last week prohibited the 
sale of gasoline and oil on 


Sundays and between 7 p.m. and 
7 a.m. weekdays. Oil Controller 


|George Cottrelle at the same time 


requested motorists to reduce non- 
essential driving by 50 percent and 
authorized a one-cent-per-gallon in- 
crease in the price of gasoline. 

As a further means of saving 
gasoline, motorists are being urged 
in a Dominion-wide advertising 


U.S. to Follow Canada’s 
Lead, Cottrelle Avers 


WASHINGTON. — The state- 
ment by Canada’s Oil Controller 
G. R. Cottrelle that Canada’s 
new restrictions on _ gasoline 
sales “will be followed shortly 
by the United States,” drew no 
official comment from federal 
authorities here. 

It was reiterated, however, 
that of Canada’s three-point 
problem — conservation of for- 
eign exchange, low oil output 
and transportation difficulties— 


land rents, but eliminates the co 
| troversial control over wages an 


salaries. 


a| Norbert Wiesler, Frederick Ernst | 
|and Frederick Hess. | 


At a meeting here last week of | 


In his eulogy, Archbishop Mooney 


campaign being conducted by the 
National Automobile Dealers 
Assn. for the purpose of convinc- 


only transportation difficulties 
applied in the U. S. It was 
pointed out also that the recent 
release of thousands of rail tank 


New | 
jlants had to be built and new) 
machinery constructed. Indecision | 


clean up and be | 


said: 

“In a material way, Frederick 
Fisher reproduced in life the theme 
|of the typical American success 
story of fame and fortune. What 
brings consolation is the way he 
‘| ee and what he did 

with it. For he achieved success in 

Car Curtai ment justice and used it in charity. 
NEW YORK.—“Don’t be stam-| “The spirit of a truly Christian 
'peded by curtailment jitters. Even | home impressed upon the plastic 
if we have a 40 percent cut (in| mind of the future industrialist the 
automobile production) we'll still | (Continued on Page 12, Col. 4) 
have big business. We’ll get along | 
and those 20,000,000 people whose 
/livelihood depends upon the auto- 
mobile will get along, too,” Don U. | 
Bathrick, Pontiac’s general sales | 
manager, told the New York _— 
Executives Club here last week. 7 

7 : DEARBORN. — Election of 

5 Gost moan to put Seo roay 8 |Charles E. Sorensen and A. M. 


ight upon the automobile situa- |" ‘ E a 
prong Bathrick said. “Those 3,000,-| Wibel as vice-presidents and di- 


(See CURTAILMENT, Page 18, Col. 1) 





Bathrick Sees 


Silver Lining In 





000 cars we may be permitted to "ectors of Ford Motor Co. was an-| 


make next year won't be a luxury.|0unced Thursday by Edsel Ford, 


They will be an absolute necessity | President of the company. 


At the same time Ford an- 


k d 
so that we may do our work an nounced that P. E. Martin had re- 


the work of defense.” 


Bathrick urged a gradual imple- signed as vice-president of the | 


menting of the proposed curtail- Company and planned to take a 
ment of automobile production, so Ye@r's leave of absence in order to 
that there may be no dislocation "ecuperate from a recent illness. 
of the national economy or wide- Both Sorensen and Wibel, as top- 
spread unemployment and prom- 
ised, in a few months more, the 
| production of war machines and 
material in volume so immense | 
|that “the whole world will be 
amazed and even a few people in 
| Berlin will be astounded.” 

A 40 percent curtailment of pro- 
duction, Bathrick said, would still 
allow the production of 3,175,000 
cars next year. 

“That,” he said, “would still be 

(See BATHRICK, Page 2, Col. 5) 





A. M. Wibel 





C. E. Sorensen 


Sorensen and Wibel Named — 
Vice-Presidents of Ford Co. 


ing dealers of the need for setting 
| their houses very much in order 
against the coming lean days. 

* ck * 


| Not Wholly 
_ Dealer Problem 

IN NO authoritative Washing- 

ton quarter is there any disposi- 

| tion to quarrel with the 

| contention that the dealer (the 


| automotive retailer and the re- 
1 (Continued on Page 19, Col. 4) 


cars to the transportation of 
gasoline had eased somewhat 
the acute shortage of oil-carry- 
ing ships. 


j 








| campaign to maintain their vehicles 
|in efficient operating condition; to 
| Operate them in an _ economical 
|manner by refraining from fast 
get-aways and other rapid accelera- 
tions, to cruise at economical speeds 
|—40 miles per hour suggested; and 
'to ride four in a car to business in 
large cities. 

If motorists do not reduce non- 
| essential gasoline consumption by 
50 percent, Cottrelle intimated that 
he would institute compulsory ra- 
tioning by cards. 

Inclusion of Canada’s prairie and 

(See CANADA, Page 19, Col. 3) 


The Top Ten 

PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations Re- 
ported in Automotive News Today: 
1941 1940 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—493,153 Chevrolet 378,624— 1 
2—310,956 Ford 245,540— 2 
38—250,171 Plymouth 194,705— 8 
120,308— 4 
97,2238— 5 


| flight Ford executives, have worked 
| closely with Henry and Edsel Ford 
|for many years. They have come | 
increasingly into public notice in 
|}recent months because of their | 
| work on the rapidly-expanding pro- 
gram of defense production being | 
|carried out by the company. 
| Martin and Sorensen were two 
|of the earliest associates of the 
founder of the business, Martin 
having gone to work for Henry 
'Ford as a machinist and assembler | 
in 1903, the year the Ford Motor | 
|Co. was incorporated, and Sorensen | 
| beginning his career a year later as | 
a pattern maker. | 





4—172,346 Buick 
5—161,776 Pontiac 
6—132,156 Oldsmobile 85,251— 7 





Wibel has been with the com- 7—112,318 Dodge 93,614— 6 
pany since 1912, and for the last 14|] 8— 77,572 Chrysler 44,691— 8 
years has been its director of pur-|| 9— 53,037 Studebaker 42,709— 9 
chasing. He has taken a leading || 10— 46,492 De Soto  30,896—13 
|part in handling the business de- | Total All Makes 
‘tails of the millions of dollars in 2,019,583 1,496,199 
defense contracts on which the For complete standing of all 

: - makes, see Page 15, this issue 
company is working. 
a et — I 
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Curtail Gradually, Mich. Governor Asks Roosevelt 
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50% Car Curtailment Seen 


Making 173,000 Unemployed 


LANSING.—Appealing to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt to prevent drastic 
unemployment in Michigan by a 
gradual curtailment of automobile 
production, Gov. Van Wagoner last 
week pointed out that a 50 percent 
reduction in automobiles would 
throw about 173,000 men out of 
work in Michigan months before 
they will be needed in defense 
industries. 

Even the 20 percent cut already 
agreed upon will release 60,000 
more men than can be absorbed 
by the defense industries before 
November, Van Wagoner said. The 
governor delegated C. C. Carlton 
of Lansing, president of the Auto- 


Hydra-Matic Sales 
By Oldsmobile Hit 
109,467 During “41 


LANSING.—Production of 109,- 
467 Hydra-Matic drive units for 
1941 Oldsmobile Sixes and Eights 
was announced last week by D. E. 
Ralston, Oldsmobile’s general sales 
manager. Production of Hydra- 
Matic units to date shows an in- 
crease of 450 percent over the 20,000 
units for the entire model run last 
year. 

Sales of cars equipped with this 
feature are now running about 45 
percent of total retail volume, 
Ralston said. 

Sales reports from dealers reveal 
that demand for Hydra-Matic Drive 
is by no means limited to the Cus- 
tom Cruiser Series cars offered by 
Oldsmobile in the medium-price 
field, Ralston added. 

Leading seller this year of all 
Oldsmobiles equipped with Hydra- 
Matic Drive, he stated, is the six- 
cylinder models in the Dynamic 
Cruiser Series offered in the popu- 
lar price field. The six-cylinder 
Oldsmobile Special in the low-price 
field is next in line in Hydra-Matic 
Drive sales. 


Sales in Detroit 
Continue Well 
Ahead of 1940 


DETROIT.—New car sales in 
Wayne county (Detroit) totaled 
15,736 units in June, compared with 
12,257 units in the same month of 
1940, Detroit Auto Dealers Assn. 
reports. Total for the first six 
months of this year is 96,339 con- 
trasted with 62,041 units in the 
same period last year. 

Truck registrations in June hit 
804 units, compared with 583 a 
year ago. First-half total is 4,732 
contrasted with 3,876 in the same 
period of 1940. 

Ford continued to lead both in 
new-car and truck sales, followed 
in each instance by Chevrolet. 


CIO Wants U. S. 
To Pay Jobless 


DETROIT. — Urging government 
unemployment compensation for 
automobile workers who lose their 
jobs due to the swing-over to de- 
fense work in plants employing 
them, the UAW-CIO’s executive 
board last week adopted a resolu- 
tion proposed by Walter Reuther, 
director of the UAW’s General 
Motors department. 

The new “Reuther plan” provides 
a far-reaching program of stag- 
gered automobile production cur- 
tailment and transfers of automo- 
bile workers to defense jobs, at 
wages comparable to automobile 
plant rates. It asked a government- 





.sponsored conference on_ these 
problems. 
The resolution charged that 


drastic curtailment of automobile 
production, affecting many thou- 
sands of workers, was necessitated 
by shortages in materials “due to 
the original refusal of manufac- 
turers of such materials to co- 
operate with the government except 
under conditions which assured 


great profits.” 


motive Parts Manufacturers Assn., 
and Col. Harold A. Furlong, defense 
council administrator, to follow up 
his appeal in Washington. 


“We in this state recognize that 
we have the duty of arming the 
nation for defense, and that noth- 
ing comes ahead of that duty,” 
Van Wagoner wrote the President. 


“We hope, however, that the 
shift can be made in an orderly 
fashion so that there will not be 
a long period of time when large 
numbers of men laid off by the 
automobile plants are waiting for 
jobs in our defense industries.” 


In addition to loss of wages to 
Michigan workers, Van Wagoner 
pointed out that the proposed 
change involves a drastic reduc- 
tion in state revenues. Loss of 
direct taxes on the sale of cars, 
of indirect taxes from the sale 
of fuel, and of indirect taxes from 
the sale of licenses would amount 
to $15,000,000 if the cut in auto- 
mobile production is to be 50 per- 
cent, the governor said. 

In addition, welfare burdens 
would mount during a period of 
unemployment, and sales_ taxes 
(estimated at $15 annually per 
capita) would shrink, the governor 
said. 


Sales Decrease 
In New Orleans 


But Exceed °40 


NEW ORLEANS.—Although reg- 
istrations declined slightly in June 
below the all-time record set here 
in May, sales last month were 
nearly 50 percent above those for 
June, 1940. 


Passenger car registrations for 
the past month reached 1,048 com- 
pared with 1,173 in May and 794 in 
June, 1940, while truck sales con- 
tinued at approximately the same 
level as the previous month—146 
units. 


Leading in passenger car sales, 
Ford deliveries totaled 263 while 
Chevrolet dealers registered 209 de- 
liveries. The other eight highest 
registrations were Plymouth 109, 
Buick 92, Studebaker 74, Oldsmo- 
bile 54, Dodge 49, Chrysler 48, Pon- 
tiac 47 and Cadillac 23. 

Truck deliveries were: Ford 54, 
International 38, Chevrolet 32, 
Dodge 9 and smaller numbers of 
other makes. 


Income Payments 
Hit Highest Point 
On Record in May 


WASHINGTON. — May income 
payments to individuals reached 
an annual rate of $86,000,000,000, 
the highest on record, the U. S. 
department of commerce reported 
last week. The rise in the adjusted 
income payment index from April 
to May, 1941, was the largest ad- 
vance in a single month recorded 
by that series. 


It reflects not only continued in- 
crease in business activity gener- 
ated by the rearmament program 
but to some extent a recovery 
from the temporary slackening of 
industrial production occasioned 
by the shut-down in the bituminous 
coal fields in April. In comparison 
with the May figure, the revised 
total of income payments to indi- 
viduals for 1940 was $75,754,000,- 
000. For 1929 the comparable total 
was $82,374,000,000. 

Income payments during the 
first five months of 1941 aggre- 
gated $33,889,000,000 against $29,- 
911,000,000 for the first five months 
of 1940, an increase of 13 percent. 
Rise is attributable in large part to 
increase in salaries and wages, 
which jumped 18 percent over the 
Same period a year ago. Wages 
and salaries accounted for 68.4 
percent of total income payments 
during the first five months of 
1941 as compared with 65.8 per- 
cent of the total for the first five 
months of 1940. 


Star Salesmen Feted 


A 
Lansin 
to the fo 


a 
mann, icero, Ill. 
Foster, Hollywood, Calif. 


visit, and D. E. Ralst 


GRAND NATIONAL prize winner in the Chevrolet division of the Fisher Body 

Co., Minneapolis, was 

Chevrolet general sales manager and 3a 

contest judge, when he visited Detroit with the eight other regional winners in 

the Chevrolet group. A cash prize, aw | nag trip, and a three-day outing in 
ow. 


hlow, left, of 


Brac 
E. Holler, 


ualit uiz, E. A. 
Sogeteletel William 


congratulated by 


the motor city were prizes won by Brac 


Best Thing 
Of Its Kind 


I have just had an opportunity to 
review the 1941 Automotive News 
Almanac and I want to congratu- 
late you and your entire staff on 
the very complete manner in which 
this book has been compiled. I 
know it represents a tremendous 
job of figure-compilation and chart- 
making and it is, in my opinion, 
the best thing of its kind that has 
ever been done in the automobile 
industry. —L. G. Peed, vice-presi- 
dent, Chrysler Corp., De Soto divi- 


sion. 
* * a 


Keeps Almanac 
In Easy Reach 


You have every reason to be 
proud of your eighth Automotive 
News Almanac, which has just 
arrived. It is full of valuable in- 
formation, and as I have occasion 
to refer to the many 
times during the year, I there- 
fore keep it within easy reach 
in my office. With best wishes 
for continued success. — Edsel 
Ford, president, Ford Motor Co. 

* 


* * 


It’s a Peach 


Allow me to compliment you on 
the 1941 Almanac, and to say it’s 
a peach is putting it mildly and 
just another “string for the bow 
of the old Historian.” 

More power to you.—James Levy, 
president, James Levy Motors Co., 
Chicago. 


* * * 


Most Informative 

My congratulations! the Avuto- 
MOTIVE News 1941 Almanac issue 
is, in my opinion, the most at- 
tractive, interesting and informa- 
tive you have ever done. As a 


reference book it should be in- 
valuable. — A. vanDerZee, vice- 
president, Chrysler Corp. 

ES ok * 
Definite Value 


The automobile industry has 
come to expect a fine job of 


St. Anthony 


Praises for 1941 Almanac 






FOUR OLDSMOBILE salesmen, prize winners in the national contest spon- 
sored by Fisher Body, spent a day in Lansing last week as guests of Oldsmobile. 
trip to the Oldsmobile shell plant and car assembly lines highlighted their 

Iston, Oldsmobile’s general sales manager, was _ host 
ursome at a luncheon served at the Lansing Country Club. Photo shows 
left to right, Ralph Humphrey, Huntington, W. Va., and A. W. Linde- 
eated: H. R. Fishel, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Ralston and Frank 


Motor 


statistical reporting in the annual 
almanac number of Automotive 
News. Your 1941 edition fully 
lives up to all expectations in 
this respect. 

Congratulations on a fine job 
and one which is of definite use- 
fulness and value to your sub- 
scribers.—K. B. Elliott, vice-presi- 
dent, Studebaker. 


* * * 


Very Beneficial 


The eighth Automotive News 
Almanac is certainly a beautiful 
edition and one you should be 
proud of. I am quite sure it will 
be very beneficial to many of us 
here. — W. S. Isherwood, general 


sales manager, AC Spark Plug. 
* * * 


Grand Job 


Yesterday I received my copy 
of the eighth Automotive News 
Almanac and it is certainly a 
grand job. If anybody wants to 
find out anything about the auto- 
mobile business all they have to 
do is delve into this “compendium 
of useful information” and they 
will have it. 

The seventh edition reposed on 
my desk for a year and I am sure 
the eighth edition will take its 
place for another year. — D. E. 
Ahrens, general sales manager, 
Cadillac. 


* * * 


Fine Issue 

Please accept my sincerest con- 
gratulations on your fine issue of 
the Eighth Annual Review and 
Reference book.—Pat O’Dea, James 
M. “Pat” O’Dea, Inc., (Studebaker), 
Detroit. 


* * * 


Bigger ’n’ Better 


I want to compliment you on 
your eighth annual edition. It 
doesn’t seem eight years ago since 
you first had this idea. Time surely 
flies, and each year your book gets 
bigger and better.—Gordon S. Bro- 
holm, manager, Midwest Farm 
Paper Unit, Inc. 













wall of the Akron Stadium. 
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Registrations Top — 
Million in Mass. 
During First Half 


BOSTON.—Registrations of mo- i 
tor cars and commercial vehicles BE 
in Massachusetts ran above the gvers 
million mark in the first six monthg ;knoW 
of this year with 1,082,866 registras gating 
tions recorded. They were divided penta' 
into 970,168 cars and 112,698 trucks, je In¢ 
For the same period a year ago gittee 
the total was 976,571, made up of gre P' 
867 cars and 108,723 commercials, ge thé 
The gain this year was 56,532 carg gis im 
and 2,728 trucks, buses and trailers, | 
putting at 59,314 the total sixe gi of: 
month gain. - gident 
When the registrations were gers / 
broken down by subtracting the res ged by 
issues, the six-month total was uns @f © 
der the million mark. For 1940 with gainen 
deductions there was a net of 739,4 gs an 
551 cars and 100,758 trucks, totaling ged § 
840,309 units. For this year the neta 
cars reached 796,083 and trucks 
were 103,540, a total of 899,623 or @ ipet | 
gain of 59,314 units. 
Massachusetts made a haul in-#Ded 
revenue gathering with $6,125,468 iM fa 
this six months to $5,608,767 last isco! 
year, a gain of $516,701. Had dealerg jgrily 
been able to get all the cars they gent 
wanted, the registrations would gributi 
probably have been much higher, gmobil 
One Boston dealer said last week. gectio’ 
the factory shipped him 50 cars but ] subi 
returned him 70 orders, on which gernm 
had been made the down payment, ggufac 
and telling the dealer that was the gt of 





best that could be done for him. —gferen 
® 
alers. 
Bathrick 


(Continued from Page 1) valer ‘ 


more cars than the industry pro- !Neee 
duced in any year since 1929 with URTA 
the exception of this year, last year /produ 
and 1937. | tomobi 

“Yes—curtail production 40 per- ¢ Th 
cent in 1942 and the industry still grmin 
will turn out more than 3,000,000 jwhy i 
cars—or enough cars to replace one’ gring | 
in every three in the world today ; the 
outside the United States.” hese de 

Bathrick recounted that “you and » arou! 
I have seen the public rush in and » fair 
buy cars as they never have before, gs are 
beating all previous sales records,” » accc 
this year. “Many of them, probably y fav 
25 percent or more, didn’t intend to + exter 
buy until 1942. But they bought 
this year partly because they were 
afraid of next year’s cars. 

“I can’t speak for the whole in- 
dustry but I will tell you that there 
will be some new materials in the 
1942 Pontiac made necessary by 
defense requirements, and I can 
say truthfully they will be just as 
good or better than previous mod- 
els, with the same mechanical, 
economy and comfort features and 
the long life that has been engi- 
neered into them by America’s best 
engineers. 

“I am not selfish in this because 
I believe that there will be no 
lessening in the quality of materi- 
als or workmanship in any other 
make of car next year. 

“There will be changes in ap- 
pearance in ’42 models because it 
was possible to make sheet metal 
and body dies before diemakers 
were needed for defense industries. 
Under normal conditions any other 
year, you and everyone else would © 
have said ‘How wonderful they are’ 
when you saw them. 

“Perhaps this curtailment in mo- 
tor car production is a blessing in 
disguise. It may be what we need 
to offset the bad dip in business , 
which would have resulted from 
so much ‘borrowed’ buying. With- 
out this curtailment 1942 produc- 
tion might have gone to 5% or 
5% million cars and then the bot- 
tom would have dropped out.” 


Heat Time Clock Set 
For Soap Box Derby 


DETROIT.—Latest improvement 
in the continuing progress at Derby 
Downs, Akron, site of the All- 
American Soap Box Derby finals 
Aug. 17, is the installation of a 
heat time-clock, it is announced by 
J. P. Gormley, national director of ] 
the event. 

Designed to show the official time 
of each heat during the race, the 
huge clock will be mounted on a 
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ehicleg BRE have been no reports nor that automobile dealers should 


ve the gversation, as far as this col-| have representation. 
monthg knows, about oo ee a | I * * @ 
Pgistras gating an automobile dealer 
divided gentative on the OPM-Auto- lek ortance 
trucks, je Industry Defense Advisory | 48 Emphasized 
bar age gittee. I earnestly suggest all 1 never was a time when 
up of gre possible be brought to bear automobile dealer association 
ercials, ge that dealers have a voice | activity was so vital and important 
32 — ea > a ce os = at present. Dealers are facing 
railers, | mina o S$ appoint- e most sever isis i ir his- 
Al aa SS of course, L. Clare Cargile, e crisis in their his 
' gident of National Automobile 
were Assn. He should be sup- 
the res ged by a sub-committee com- 
yas uns gf of dealers of national 
{0 with ginmence to insure that all 
of 739.4 yy and all sections of the 
otaling ged States have representa- 
he neta 
trucks 
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125,468 iM familiar with the fact that 
7 last giscommittee is being appointed 
lealerg jgrily to confer with the gov- 
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would gribution to defense, and that 
igher, gmobile dealers have little direct 
week mection with defense. 

rs but { submit, however, that the 
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tory, and association executives are 
becoming increasingly important. 
This trade has been fortunate 
in having fine association leaders, 
and that they are not failing at 
present is evidenced by a pro- 
gram I have just looked over, 
which is to be crowded into a 
two-day meeting at the Drake 
hotel in Chicago this week, and 
which the conductor expects to 
attend. Later I will report the 
t trends of thought de- 
veloped by these important peo- 
ple who will take time off to 
come from all sections of the 
United States. 


* * 


Service Talk 


Is Offered 

A VERY gracious courtesy has 
just been extended readers of 

this column by Pennsylvania Auto- 























* * * 


is the jet of decisions during these 
m aferences that will have a di- | motive Assn., located in Harris- 
wt bearing on automobile | burg. The association is offering 
valers. to send without charge to any 
e* ¢ 6 dealer who will inquire, a booklet 
walers’ Advice containing the speech on the sub- 


ject of “Merchandising Service” 
which was ably rendered by S. H. 
Parker, retiring president of that 
association, and an active Chevro- 
let dealer in Bellevue, Pa. 

Service is going to be a very 
important factor in maintaining 
many dealer operations. The need 
for service is going to increase. 
Dealers who will properly pre- 
pare themselves for handling this 
increased business and properly 
merchandise it, will find it much 
to their advantage not only for 
the present emergency, but for 
the future. I heard Parker’s talk 
several weeks ago in Reading, 
and I consider it “must” reading. 
The subject is interestingly, but 
completely, covered. Write Penn- 
sylvania Automotive Assn., Har- 
risburg, Pa., for it. 


pro- |Needed 
with URTAILMENT of motor vehicle 
year /production is very important to 
‘tmobile dealers—it is crucial, in 
per~«t This committee is going to 
Still #rmine the destiny of dealers, 
0,000.) why is there any logic to justify 
one’ wring them from having a voice 
bday ;the discussion and decisions? 
‘se dealer representatives should 
and;around, anyway, to advise on 
and # fair apportionment of what 
fore, ws are made so that all dealers 
‘ds,” » accorded consideration, and if 
ably y favoritism is shown, that it 
d to :extended to the smaller dealer. 
ight Manufacturers will be able to 
rere splace in part with defense pro- 
_ faction what they may lose in 
in- ar curtailment. The automobile 
ere kaler contributes directly to the 
the pvernment, in that he is one 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, JULY 21, 1941 (647)—3 


Vital Problems in Spotlight 


OO 
Chicago Dealer 


Total Declines; 
Data Analyzed 


CHICAGO.—As of July 1, there 
were 482 new car outlets in Cook 


ATAM Meeting to Ponder 
Shows, Defense, Legislation 


By Mel Adams ous others salutary for the industry 
Staff Correspondent and public were passed through 
CHICAGO. — A wide variety of| these association efforts. The finan- 





county, a decrease of five as com-|timely subjects will be threshed!cial worth of such work is incal- 


pared with Apr. 1, and a decline of | out Thursday and Friday (July 24- 
21 as against July 1 last year, the | 25) 


culable, but in the aggregate it runs 
at the summer meeting of | into the millions.” 





quarterly report of Chicago Auto-| Automotive Trade Assn. Managers, 
mobile Trade Assn. disclosed last|set for the Drake hotel. The ses- 
week. sions will attract at least 75 offi- 

Of the 482 outlets in the county, | cials from local, state and national 
Chicago accounted for 308, and the | associations, according to W. A. 
suburban areas for the remaining | (Cap) Williamson, president of AT 
174. The report contained the fur-| 4M, and general manager of Texas 
ther information that the number | Automotive Dealers Assn. 








U.S. Gives Priority 


To Repair Parts 
For Cars, Trucks 


DETROIT.—Confirming previous 


- § large group aoe fer Locating Actual 
° of men not o or 
as te care of the mechanized equip- Car Buyers 


od- went for the defense forces, but 
al, » keep the transport equipment 
nd br civilians in operation. He 
gi- mploys more workers than the 
est ketory. He meets a big payroll 
tach week. He is a heavy contri- 
ise lutor to taxes—local, state and 
no tional. 
ri- 
er fust Consider 


P- Jomestic Economy 
i 
al ' winning the war, if war comes, 
rs ad all our energy and enthusiasm 
S. will be aimed at victory. Automobile 
*r talers make a very large contri- 
id ution toward supporting domestic 


* * * 


© *nomy which must be kept 


ttong, if a successful war program 


: an be superimposed on it. 
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: shorn Succeeds Hayes 


- As Syracuse Assn. Secy. 

. SYRACUSE, N. Y.—Herbert W. 

' Isborn has been appointed secre- 
ary of Syracuse Automobile Deal- 
ts Assn., it is announced by 
lerbert A. Dunn, president. Osborn 
ueceeds James D. Hayes, who re- 
igned recently to become con- 
‘ected with the CineSimplex Corp., 
Yyracuse. 







ARE all to be engaged in 


Therefore, my firm conviction 
eT 


F CURRENT history is demon- 

strating anything, it is proving 
that those who act in advance 
successfully meet the crisis when 
it comes—those who wait and hope 
always fall victims to the far- 
sighted. 

In this connection, I am con- 
stantly reminded by dealers who 
write me of their interest — in 
spite of the curtailment of new 
cars next year—in the plan men- 
tioned in this column some 
months ago, to be utilized in 
definitely locating in advance 
actual automobile buyers. 


Getting Profitable 
Deals 


EALER selling programs next 

year must be more efficient and 
less expensive. Out of each 130 per- 
sons, on the average in any given 
territory, less than three will buy 
new cars in the next 12 months. 
If, in selling what new cars are 
available, a dealer can pre-approach 
and pre-sell his dealership to these 
three actual buyers, he can be in 
on all deals, be more selective of 
his deals, and take only the busi- 
ness that will pay him the profit 
which will be so necessary if he 
is to remain in business, pay sal- 
aries, and pay taxes. 


Osborn was city comptroller from 
926 to 1929. He owns and operates 
the Syracuse Letter Co., which he 
founded 32 years ago. 


As I mentioned in the previous 
column, most every dealer has a 
prospect-locating system, but for 
those dealers who want to check 
up the efficiency and simplicity of 
their prospect-locating system so 
that they can better cope with 
new conditions, I will be glad to 
send them a folder on this sub- 
ject without cost. 


La. Dealers to Meet 


ALEXANDRIA, La.—Members of the 

Louisiana Automobile Dealers_ Assn. 
wil] meet July 28 at Hotel Bentley 
here to elect an NADA director to} 
serve out the unexpired term of the 
late T. L. Huber. 





of retail outlets includes, in addi-| All of the subjects on the pro- 


tion to dealers, eight distributors,}tam_ will be accompanied by 
18 distributor and factory branches, | roundtable discussions. 


and five dealer branches. 

By makes of cars, the number of 
outlets in the county was: 

Buick, 33; Cadillac, 11; Chevrolet, 
49; Chrysler, 36; Crosley, 1; 


Soto, 37; Dodge, 41; Ford, 60; Hud-| editor of Motor. 


son, 42; Lincoln-Zephyr, 38; Mer- 







assurances, the Office of Produc- 
tion and Civilian Supply annownced 
ion will be|im Washington last week that re- 


related by L. Clare Cargile, presi- pair and maintenance parts for 
dent; Walter Blanchard, manager, | ©8TS: trucks and tractors are to be 
and C. W. Bishop, general counsel | 8iven preference over other civil- 
of the National Automobile Dealers | ian needs. 

Assn., as well as James Dalton,; OPACS’ announcement put into 
effect assurances given several 
The question of the wage-hour| weeks ago by William S. Knudsen, 


The national situat 


cury, 44; Nash, 38; Oldsmobile, 35;|jaw, brought up to date, will be | co-director of the Office of Produc- 


Packard, 41; Plymouth, 110; Pon- expounded by Bishop. 


tiac, 40; Studebaker, 32, and Willys, 
12. 


Under the heading of 


tion Management, to the effect that 
“We'll keep ‘em rolling.” 


Knudsen had referred only to 





The problems of national defense 
with relation to automobile pro- 


“Dealer| duction will be discussed by all| automobiles, however, and the 


Mortality,” the CATA bulletin states| present, with no leader for this| goods covered in the Civilian Sup- 


that the record of appointments, | subject. 


cancellations and resignations dur- 


ing the second quarter of 1941 was:| by C. W. 


; ply division announcement include 
State legislation is to be handled |aiso tractors, household refriger- 
Coons, manager of Illinois | ators, stoves, ranges, water heaters, 





De Soto, one appointment; Dodge,| Automotive Trade Assn. Managers! sanitary plumbing fixtures and 


one appointment; Hudson, one can-| whose associations are using pur- 


furnaces, including oil burners and 


cellation or resignation; Nash, one|chase and discount plans will tell| automatic stokers. 


appointment; Pontiac, 


or resignations; Studebaker, one 


appointment and three cancella-|shows is Marjorie M. Baker of the 
tions or resignations, and Willys,| Buffalo dealer association, chair- 
four cancellations or resignations. | man of the show committee. Labor 

“All of the dealers involved in|@evelopments and a miscellaneous 


the 11 cancellations or resignations 
went out of the new car business 
entirely,” the report adds. 


Retail Financing 
Hangs Up New 
Record in May 


WASHINGTON.—U. S. census| ited funds and personnel available 


bureau figures on retail automobile 
financing indicate that the all-time 
high reached in April was sup- 
planted by new record-breaking to- 
tals for May. Greatly increased 
activity in the used car market, 
indicative of improved economic 
conditions, is said to have been an 
important factor in the upward 
surge. 


A total of 528,509 cars was fi-| 250 Persons Attend 


nanced by 400 organizations in 
May, compared with 507,929 in 
April. New cars financed during 
May numbered 196,797, as against 
192,750 in the previous month. A 
total of 329,948 used cars was fi- 
nanced during the month, com- 
pared with 313,504 in April. 


three ap-|their experiences and recommenda- 
pointments and three cancellations | tions. 


The Civilian Supply division’s 
program, which will be adminis- 
tered by the OPM, is expected to 
reduce to a minimum the incon- 
venience to the public caused by 
the diversion of raw materials to 
defense needs, with the resultant 
curtailment of consumer goods pro- 
duction. 


OPM to Launch 
Plan to Simplify 
Consumer Goods 


NEW ORLEANS.—The federal 
to state and local automobile trade | government will soon launch a pro- 
association managers, their remark-| gram designed to save scarce de- 
able legislative records are a mod-|fense materials by simplifying hun- 
ern miracle. dreds of consumers goods, Donald 
“We have read the 1941 legislative| M. Nelson, OPM purchasing di- 
reports of many state automobile| rector, told the National Retail 
trade associations and, in every in- | Hardware Assn. here last week. 
stance, not only were nearly all| Nelson said that the OPM, in 
unhealthy bills stopped but numer-| conjunction with industry, is ready 
to work out details of simplifying 
— and variety of non-defense 
goods competing with the defense 
DADA’s Golf Tourney | program for men, machines and 
DETROIT.—More than 250 deal-| Materials. This, he said, involves 
ers participated in the annual golf| discontinuance of stocking of odd 
tourney of Detroit Auto Dealers| Shapes and styles, and “drastically 
Assn. at Tam O'Shanter last week. | reducing the sizes of many items.” 
Bob Howell, of Saginaw, Mich.,| The simplification program, Nel- 
led the field with 72, his fifth] son said, will be worked out by in- 

















Chosen to report on automobile 


grouping of subjects, as well as 
the election of officers and adop- 
tion of resolutions, will round out 
the program. 

In a pre-meeting bulletin, the 
ATAM pays a high compliment to 
the state and local association 
managers for their record on legis- 
lation during the terms just ended. 
It states: 

“Considering the extremely lim- 








Half a million more cars were | Straight triumph. Chevrolet dealers| dustry committees, but it was not 


financed during the first 


five} won the team championship, fol- 


clear from his speech whether or 


months of this year than in the|!owed by DeSoto, Buick and Dodge | not he referred to the new industry 
corresponding 1940 period—2,140,831 dealer groups. Dave Kennedy won| committee setup in OPM. These 


in 1941 and 1,638,445 in 1940. 


Dollar volume of retail financing |S", president of DADA. 


in May amounted to $248,313,651 
which surpassed the all-time high 
of $236,800,153 in April. The new 
figure was 4.9 percent above April 
and 45.9 percent above May, 1940, 


and an increase of 75.1 percent| mittee headed 


above May, 1939. 


Dollar volume of wholesale fi-|Sam Eddy, 


nancing for May amounted to $251,-| City Commission and asked for en- 
nt forcement of an old city ordinance re- 


490,305, an increase of 3.4 perce 
compared with April and was 25.1 
percent above May, 1940. The May 
figure was 72.9 percent above May, 
1931. 


Dallas Dealer Stocks 
Down Over 50 Percent 


DALLAS, Tex.—New automobiles 
in the hands of Dallas dealers and 
distributors number less than half 
of those on hand at same time a 
year ago, a survey of the Dallas 
Automotive Trades Assn. shows. 

A total of 1,900 new cars were 
on display floors or in storage at 
this time last year, J. H. Connell, 
executive vice-president of the as- 
sociation, said. This year's total is 
down to 863, he declared, adding 
some dealers have no automobiles 
at all either on display or in stor- 
age this year. 


the trophy given by James A. Ma-!| committees, he explained, would 
have representatives from manu- 
facturers, distributors and _ con- 
sumers. 

*-*Epiror’s Note: The new pro- 
gram will apply to 1942 car mod- 
els, it is believed, with fewer 
body styles offered than in the 
past year. 






Dealers Would Close 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Automotive 
dealers in Birmingham have instituted 
a@ movement for Sunday closing of | 
showrooms and used car lots. A com-| 
¢ by J. F. Armstrong, | 
president of Birmingham Motor Trades 
Assn., and including E. L. Scouten and 
resented the matter to the 


For a fresh automotive viewpoint, 
read George M. Slocum’s “A Word 
Edgewise. 


quiring Sunday closing. 





STUDEBAKER MAPS service-stimulating drive. Plans were completed last 
week for a nationwide drive to stimulate dealers’ revenues from service sales 
by K. B. Elliott, Studebaker vice-president in charge of sales. Above, Elliott 
(second from left) supervises a conenueneg meeting with sales executives and 
regional managers. At Elliott’s left is C. 8S. Fletcher, sales manager. See story 


on page 20. 
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AUTOMOTIVE OUR PLEDGE 
5 5 om One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
f now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
Ef it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
A of any individual or any corporation which is not 
L for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
Ee a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
R gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 


the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1933). 
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Fred J. Fisher 


N AESOP FABLE tells us of the father who had many 

sons and who called them together for a family con- 
clave. He had tied together a bundle of sticks to make his 
point. He asked each of the boys to break the bundle. Each 
tried and failed. Then the old man cut the binding string 
and handed a single stick to each son. Each son succeeded 
in breaking his stick with the greatest of ease, whereupon 
the father exclaimed: “See, my sons! There is the power of 
unity! Bound together in brotherly love, you can defy every 
human opposition; divided, you will surely fall a prey to 
your enemies.” 

Lawrence Fisher, sturdy old carriage builder in Norwalk, 
O., father of the seven Fisher brothers so prominent in the 
automobile industry, must have taught his boys this very 
same lesson, that “there is power in unity.” Bound together 
in brotherly love, those seven brothers stuck together 
throughout their brilliant business careers. Their one-for-all, 
all-for-one policy established their automobile body building 
business and it became the world’s leading corporation in 
that line. 

And now the leader of the flock, Fred J., has taken his 
place in the Hall of the Industry’s Immortals, leaving behind 
him a record of accomplishments that is outstanding. Poster- 
ity will accredit him, among other things, as the man who 
revolutionized the building of automobiles through his stead- 
fast advocacy of the closed body. As far back as 1910 he 
grabbed the torch and carried on. At that time the few 
closed jobs we had were custom-built and fitted only on costly 
limousines. Even in 1919 only 10 percent of the production 
was closed cars. By 1924 it had become 43 percent; in ’25 
it had passed the open car with 56 percent and in 1940 
97 percent of the 3,575,000 cars had closed bodies. 

A far-sighted business man, a philanthropist, one who 
believed in doing unto others as he would have them do 
unto him, has passed along. 


‘Politics As Usual?’ 


HE House of Representatives the other day refused to 

grant authority to the President of the United States 
to send his soldiers to struck plants engaged in defense 
production, so men who wanted to work could do so. It was 
a disgraceful surrender to the voice of labor because unions 
did not want governmental interference. In fact, one indig- 
nant representative openly accused the CIO of sending three 
of its goons to call on and intimidate each of the Congress- 
men. Following this CIO “victory” there was an unauthor- 
ized sitdown strike of 120 men in the cold mill of the Great 
Lakes Steel Co.:at Ecorse, Mich., last Wednesday, tieing up 
-production of badly-needed steel. The action of the House 
has been criticized and critics have openly declared it was 
brought about by political fear of labor votes. 

Which causes us to rise and remark that it is about time 
Washington let up a bit on its criticism of those who feel 
there is something to this policy of “business as usual.” It 
should change the tune and tell the Congressmen that they 
should abandon their policy of “politics as usual.” They are 
more guilty than those accused of wanting to do “business 


as usual.” 











HOW IT For a long time I have 
CAN BE harbored an idea which 
DONE! I have hesitated to men- 

tion because I obviously 
have no claim to being an engineer, 
a production manager or even a 
large employer of labor. One can- 
not live in the heart of one of the 
world’s greatest industrial centers, 
however, without forming some 
conclusions. He would have to be 
blind, deaf and plain dumb not to 
sense what the tens of thousands 
of skilled mechanics are thinking 
and what is their consequent modus 
operandi. 

* * * 

The reason I am willing to speak 
my piece this morning is because 
Forbe’s Magazine recently conduct- 
ed a contest offering a substantial 
prize for a suggestion which would 
be “the most beneficial ... for 
speeding defense production.” The 
judges awarded the first prize to 
D. W. Rowling, Waterloo, Ia., a 
machine shop foreman for Con- 
struction Machinery Co.,who wrote: 


‘“‘We of America are contest-con- 
scious. We make heroes of outstand- 
ing players in the field of sports. 
Let us make America defense-con- 
scious and honor our heroes of 
production. For example, take a 
company engaged in defense produc- 
tion. Workers’ pay may be either 
on the piece rate or straight hourly 
basis. nder piece rates, men are 
reluctant to force production to the 
limit for fear the job will be re-timed 
and the rate cut. It is equally true 
of men on hourly rates: ‘Why should 
I produce more per hour than what 
I consider a good hour’s work for 
the amount I receive per hour?’ 
This picture can_ be changed. Em- 
ployes can be induced to put their 
shoulders to the wheel and give their 
utmost. Let’s appeal to their com- 
petitive, get-in-there-and-fight, spirit. 
Strike an average of production per 
hour per machine per man. Tell this 
man to let go. Assure him his rate 
will not be cut. If, at the end of a 
specified period, he has the highest 
production record. less scrap, perfect 
attendance, etc., he will receive na- 
tional publicity. financial reward and 
a service medal—perhaps a free trip 
to the National Capital, where our 
President can decorate him.”’ 


Now I recall that during the last 
war an old advertising friend of 
mine, Charles Steele, turned down 
for military duty, joined up with 
the YMCA and was stationed in 
Brest, France, which was then the 
major port of entry for supplies for 
the American Expeditionary forces. 
To unload the supply ships which 
arrived daily, the Army had im- 
vorted thousands of southern dark- 
ies, who, after the novelty of being 
in uniform and in a strange land 
wore off, became homesick, listless 
and wanted only to be “way down 
south in the land of cotton!” 
Neither the tongue lashings of the 
white officers nor the punishment 
of bread and water in the brig 
seemed to have any effect. The 
more men they put on the job the 
slower the unloading seemed to 
progress. Ships laden with supplies 
urgently needed at the front were 
choking the harbor. There was 
nothing in the Army rules book to 
guide the gold-braided officers. 


Charlie heard a lot of conversa- 
tion from both sides down at the 
“Y” and he hit on the brilliant 
idea of dividing the stevedores into 
two groups—the reds and the blues. 
The prize for the winning team 
was a day’s leave for the men and 
(if I remember correctly) a two 
day’s leave for the officers in 
Paris! The two ships to be unloaded 
were pulled alongside the quay, the 
regimental band played, a crack 
of a pistol started the contest and 
boy, were those ships unloaded in 
record time! I recall Charlie saying 
that the winning team of a thou- 
sand or more men was accused by 
the losers of getting the advantage 
by being allowed to strip to the 
waist. Up to this time none of the 
boys had even worked up a good 
sweat! The moral is obvious 
enough. The program was contin- 
ued for months and until the last 
ship was loaded and on its way 
home. In how many activities 
abroad it was adopted, I have no 
idea. The point is that if you want 
to get results you’ve got to have 
team-play and inducement. 

* 


The judges who awarded Rowl- 
ing first prize for his suggestion 
are absolutely right. If we are to 
get anywhere in production in our 
defense program we have got to 
instill some of the things we call 
“spirit” into this endeavor. Up to 
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Getting the Crop in Before the Storm 





In This Corner 





‘Regaining Confidence...’ 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 


be observed upon request. 





Challenge 


You are interested in the auto- 
motive industry and so are we— 
and that prompts us to ask what 
can we do about this article in the 
current issue of Reader’s Digest. 

Frankly, we feel that this is a 
challenge that must be met and 
that you business and trade paper 
editors with, perhaps, the assist- 
ance of the associations, will have 
to try and win or regain the confi- 
dence of the public in our auto- 
motive repair shops.—Stuart G. 
Phillips, treasurer, Dole Valve Co., 
Chicago. 

Epitor’s Note: We are doing the 
best we can to counteract the 
Reader’s Digest article. In_ the 
last two issues of AUTOMOTIVE 
News we have given editorial 
broadsides which seem to have 
struck a popular chord, because 
several daily papers have asked 
permission to reprint the edi- 
torials. 


San Francisco 

Business has been booming for 
the past months and getting better 
with each succeeding month. New 
car sales are running “neck and 
neck” with factory deliveries. 
Stocks are very low with most 
dealers. The sales average is about 
35 percent above a year ago. 

Used car stocks are high but the 
turnover is good. Many dealers re- 
port the largest business ever ob- 
tained in the used cars. Prices are 
good and rising, due to excellent 
demand. It looks as though the 
new car cleanup will be almost nil 
this year—E. C. Dahlem, general 
manager, Wm. L. Hughson Co., 
Inc., San Francisco. 


Utah 


Heavy demand for new cars is 
continuing in this territory. The 
buying public is still of the opinion 
that it is best to buy their cars 
now than wait for increased prices 
and heavier taxes. There is a new 
car shortage with practically every 
dealer in this territory. 

The movement of used cars has 
been good also. However, recently 
there has been quite a serious slow- 
saldpunelianeacactainiamdataiimaatei ae ee 





now it has been a drab get-as- 
much-as-you-can for  as-little-as- 
you-have-to-give, on both sides.— 
G.M.S. 


ing up of sales on low priced us 
cars. With the coming of restri 
tions on extended time paymen 
dealers are of the opinion th 
lower priced cars will move o 
satisfactorily—J. M. Jackson, gens 
eral manager, Jackson Motor Caf 
Co., Salt Lake City. 


Texas 


New car demand continues ac 
tive but deliveries are being handi- 
capped on account of low and ir 
regular inventories. The urge t@ 
buy, on account of fear of higher 
prices and scarcity of cars, cons 
tinues unabated. Registrations are 
showing a decline and will con- 
tinue to do so until improved po- 
sition of inventories. 

Used car sales are fair to good, 
Inventories continue high. Immes 
diate future prospects encouraging, 

General business conditions fait 
to good, although a seasonal de- 
cline in volume is anticipated te 
Sept. 1. Cotton crop prospects 
in Central Texas, although re- 
tarded, are considered good.—J. N, 
Mitchell, Waco, Tex. 


Years Ago 


(. . . from Automotive Files) 





Fifteen Years Ago 

General Motors Institute of Technol- 
ogy established in Flint for instruction 
in all the technical phases of automo- 
bile industry ... Sale of Durant plant 
in Flint to GM is followed by an- 
nouncement that Durant’s Flint car 
will ke built in his Elizabeth (N. J.) 
factory ... W. W. Lewis (now general 
manager of Campbell-Ewald advertis- 
jo agency) made assistant general 
sales manager of Cadillac. 


Ten Years Ago 

Irving L’Hommedieu who, as state 
senator introduced New York’s and 
the nation’s first law providing for 
licensing and identification of motor 
vehicles, dies in Medina, N.Y... ; 
Automobile salons in New York and 
Chicago sanctioned by National Auto- 
mobile Chamber of, Commerce. 


Five Years Ago ; 
New $5,000,000 power installation 
plant, increasing Rouge power plant 
capacity from 200,000 to 326,000 _horse- 
Power, started . . . Twenty German 
automobile dealers selling GM's Ger- 
man-made Opel, | visit Detroit. 


One Year Ago 
Nash announces $6,500,000 plant ex- 
pansion and its new low-priced mode 
in the “Big Three’ class .. . T. 
Lippard, former maker of the § 
truck, succeeds R vy y 
president of F i 
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OST PEOPLE not in industry have 
difficulty in understanding it. They 
think of it in terms of stocks and bonds 
and similar impersonal items that appear 
in annual reports and the financial pages 
of newspapers. They do not see the funda- 
mental truth that all business, large and 
small, is made up of the combined efforts 
of men and women doing useful things to 
earn their living. 


For example, the sum total of all the 
activities of Chrysler Corporation makes 
an imposing picture of more than 83,000 
employees; many millions of square feet 
of floor space; between 700 and 800 mil- 
lion dollars of products each year; a pay- 
roll at the rate of 175 million dollars per 
year; producing and selling over one mil- 
lion cars a year. 


But to those of us who are entrusted 
with directing this huge enterprise, the in- 
dividual problems of making a crankshaft, 
painting a body, or machining a trans- 
mission, are of paramount importance. 


The output of Chrysler Corporation 
calls upon hundreds of other industries, 
small and large, for the things it must 
have in order to make its own products. 
These suppliers in turn buy from others. 
The result is that what we do in our 
plants actually reflects the efforts of per- 
haps millions of other men and women 
engaged in useful work throughout the 
country. 


How widespread this is may be illus- 
trated by the Chrysler Tank Arsenal in 
which we have begun to build 28-ton 
tanks for the Army. To do this job, we 
are buying materials, supplies, and fin- 
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ished goods directly from more than 700 
individual companies located in 130 cities 
in 20 states. 


The above diagram affords a general 
idea as to where these supplier companies 
are located. These different firms in their 
turn are buying materials, supplies, and 
finished goods from hundreds of others. 


For instance, we get the tank motors 
from two different concerns. Each motor 
has thousands of individual parts. To 
manufacture them for our use, the build- 
ers of these motors must purchase things 
in almost every part of the country. So, 
when all the individual suppliers to the 
700 concerns from which we buy directly 
are added together, you can see that our 
tank manufacturing job alone engages 
people in large and small companies all 
over the land. 


The same thing will be true as regards 
the 40-millimeter rapid-fire anti-aircraft 
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gun which we have undertaken to build 
for the Army and the Navy. It will like- 
wise be true of our work in making the 
center and nose sections of the fuselage of 
the Martin B26 bombers, and of our new 
plane for forging aluminum alloy parts 
for airplanes. Although we have just be- 
gun buying equipment and supplies for 
these undertakings, we have already 
placed orders in 67 cities in 17 states. 


These interesting facts may help to give 
some insight into the human side of the 
business of making useful products in 
industry. We who have grown up in large 
industry look upon it as a collection of 
smaller ones, each well equipped, each 
well manned, and each operating under a 
policy that time and experience have 
proven to be sound. We believe that if 
every one in our Corporation believes in 
its success and is proud of its products, 
it will continue to give a good account 
of itself. 





GOOD THINGS FIRST FROM CHRYSLER CORPORATION 
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LEGISLATION 





Adverse Ohio Bills Defeated by Dealer Vigilance 


New Laws Cover Licenses, 


Bigger Buses, Traffic Rules 


COLUMBUS, O.—Analysis of the 
227 bills passed by the recent Ohio 
legislature shows nothing definitely 
harmful to the automobile business, 
due to the vigilance of the Ohio 
Automobile Dealers Assn. in co- 
operation with local trade asso- 
ciations and dealers themselves. 
Listed below are brief summaries 
of bills of direct interest to dealers 
which were passed, or which failed 


to pass: 
Bills Passed 


License Plates—A bill sponsored 
jointly by dealer associations an 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles amends 
the law to permit use of new 
license plates on March 1 instead 
of March 10 as in the past. New 
license plates will be mandatory on 
Apr. 1, as in the past, but the 
whole of March will be changeover 
month. This should relieve much 
of the terrific rush for license 
plates experienced in recent years 
during the days immediately pre- 
ceding Apr. 1. 

Uniform Traffic Rules — A bill 
sponsored by police and safety of- 
ficials, supported by motorists 
clubs, gives Ohio a uniform traffic 
code incorporating rules which 
should be the same in all com- 
munities. What the framers sought 
was to end confusion on the part 
of motorists regarding the more 
important traffic regulations. This 
should add much to the enjoyment 
of motoring. 

Age Limit for Drivers—In the 
future, no motor vehicle license will 
be issued to a person under 18 
years unless approved by parent or 
guardian, and no person under 15 
years can get a license to operate 
a motor vehicle. 

Initiative and Referendum — The 
30-year-old Initiative and Referen- 
dum system was revised to make 
it more difficult to circulate peti- 
tions on screwball proposals. This 


American Public 
Supporting Bond 
Savings Program 


WASHINGTON. — American 
people are saving at the rate of 
$100,000,000 a week in Defense Sav- 
ings Bonds and Stamps, an official 
announcement by the U. S. Treas- 
ury department last week revealed. 


Bankers, businessmen, bakers, 
farmers, factory workers, shop 
girls, housewives—virtually all 
American men, women and chil- 
dren from all walks of life —are 
cooperating in the government 
program to build up a rainy-day 
reserve. In many states, employers 
are establishing systematic sav- 
ings plans in cooperation with 
their employes. Labor and industry 
both have endorsed the savings 
program. 

If the country spends a lot of 
money now, there may be a let- 
down afterwards. The defense sav- 
ings program involves the sale of 
federal securities to as many 
people as possible in an effort to 
build as large a reserve as possible 
against any slump which follows 
the end of America’s all-out war 
production. 
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AN ACTUATED traffic sign which 
registers the approximate speed of 
assing cars as a warning measure, has 
eon put in service by Minnesota and 
Twin Cities safety officials. Here it is 
as seen by the motorist. Actuated 
Safety Sign Co., St. Paul, Minn., is 
distributing the signs. 









action was an echo from the Bige- 
low “ham and eggs” campaign in 
1939 for more liberal old age pen- 
sions. 

Merit Rating Retained—A com- 
promise bill on unemployment com- 
pensation retains merit rating and 
makes it effective in 1942 rather 
than 1943. Next year, employers 


with good employment records may 


achieve lower payroll tax rates. 
Maximum benefit payments _in- 
creased from $15 weekly to $16, 
for 18 weeks instead of present 


d| 16 weeks. 


Examination of Drivers — Appli- 
eants for drivers’ licenses are to 


be examined under supervision of 


highway patrol. Additional 100 men 
authorized for patrol, which now 
has right to stop cars on highways 
if they believe a felony has been 
committed. 

Bigger Buses—Maximum weight 
and length of buses was increased. 

Speed Traps—Authority of con- 
stables to arrest and drag motor- 
ists into justice of peace courts 
on speed charges was abolished. 


Bureaucratic Rule Curbed — Be- 
ginning Aug. 1, no rule or regula- 
tion of any board, commission, 
department or bureau will become 
effective until 10 days after filed 
in office of Secretary of State and 
open to public inspection. 


Proposals Defeated 


Automobile Haulaways— An at- 
tempt to prohibit operation of 
doubledeck automobile transports 
on the highways. Similar measures, 
introduced in nearly all state legis- 
latures this year, suspected of be- 
ing inspired by railroads or forces 
inimical to motor transportation. 


Car Insurance Threat—This bill, 
to establish qualifications for in- 
surance agents, was defeated de- 
spite tremendous pressure for pas- 
sage from powerful insurance 
lobby. It would have prevented 
dealer or salesman from including 
insurance in a financial deal and 
would have interfered with dis- 
count firms continuing to include 
car insurance in time sales trans- 
actions. 


Statewide Inspection— This was 
a proposal to establish statewide 
inspection of motor cars twice 
yearly by highway department, 
similar to Cincinnati operation. 
Rural representatives showed they 
wanted no part of it. 

Compulsory Insurance — Another 
attempt to require liability insur- 
ance on car before license could 
be issued. 

Wages: and Hours—A scheme to 
bring all retail businesses purely 
intra-state under wage and hour 
restrictions similar to federal 
Wage--Hour law, which exempts 
them. It duplicated main features 
of the national act, but was even 
more stringent in some particulars. 
Similar legislation introduced in 
nearly every state ~-pports belief 
it was inspired by Washington. 

Action Against Debtors—Efforts 
to liberalize present laws restrict- 
ing wage attachments and garnish- 
ments for debts were opposed by 
many retail groups. 


Workmen’s Compensation — A 
proposal to require employers hav- 
ing one or more employes to com- 
ply with provisions of workmen’s 
compensation act. Present law 
which requires three or more em- 
ployes will continue. 


To Handicap Trucking—This ac- 
tion would have prohibited opera- 
tion of motor vehicle for transpor- 
tation of preperty on highways be- 
tween Saturday noon and Sunday 
midnight. This was another attempt 
to handicap the motor transport 
industry. 


Sales Tax Unchanged — Twenty 
bills introduced. Joint commission 
recommended adjusting sales tax 
be postponed until special session 
next year, in view of anticipated 
surplus in treasury. Proposal to 
exempt sales tax on trade-ins 
among those favored for considera- 
tion when entire sales tax law is 
revised to meet changing condi- 
tions. 





*“‘NO DISCRIMINATION against auto- 
mobile industry!’ — wire your 
Congressman. 


Now and Then... 





TWO OF THE GREATEST salesmen the automobile industry ever 
developed stemmed from National Cash Register Co., Dayton, O.—Hugh 
Chalmers and Richard H. Grant. Chalmers, who had been general sales 
manager of National Cash, was induced by Roy D. Chapin and his asso- 
ciates in the Thomas-Detroit Co. to join them in Detroit. The car name 
was changed to Chalmers and as its head Chalmers became one of the 
leading car manufacturers. Chapin later organized Hudson. In the case 
of Dick Grant, he joined National Cash, three years out of Harvard, as 
a clerk in the sales department at a wage of $28 a week. Soon he was 
training salesmen and in less than nine years he had the title of general 
sales manager formerly held by Chalmers. C. F. Kettering and E. A. 
Deeds got him to join them in 1915 in supplying electric light plants for 
farms, which led to the formation of Delco Light, with Grant as general 
manager and finally president. When Frigidaire and Delco Light merged, 
Grant continued as president. His success led Chevrolet to draft him as 
vice-president and general sales manager in ’24, in which job he made a 
phenomenal success. Came May, 1929, and Grant got his reward—ap- 
pointment as vice-president in charge of sales of General Motors, as well 
as being named a director of the corporation. Photographically, the 
picture on the left is a candid Grant today; on the right is shown Dick 
Grant as Chevrolet’s general sales manager. 


New Pa. Law Seen Reducing 
Number of Registered Dealers 


Special to Automotive News 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS).— 
A bill, backed by the Pennsylvania 
Automotive Assn. amending the 
state motor code, was approved last 
week by both branches of the legis- 
lature as it neared its close and 
now awaits the signature of the 
governor. 

Among the important provisions 
of the bill are: 

New definitions of the terms 

“New Car Dealer and Used Car 
Dealer,” which will materially re- 
duce the number of registered deal- 
ers in Pennsylvania beginning 
Apr. 1, 1942. 

Provisions for the use of tem- 

porary license tags. 

Provision for issuance of tem- 

porary transfer certificates to be 
furnished by the state. 

4 Limited operator licenses issued 
under certain circumstances. 

Provision that state police shall 

use white cars. 

The bill was amended after a 
storm of protest over a provision 
that gave the revenue secretary 
the_power to issue limited driver 


118 Cities Send 
Derby Entrants 


DETROIT.—A distinct “Pan- 
American” influence will be in 
evidence at the eighth annual 
finals of the All-American Soap 
Box Derby on Aug. 17 at Akron, 
when youthful champions from the 
United States, Alaska, Canada and 
Mexico pit their skills in the 
classic. 

Closing of entry lists for the race 
here last week found 118 cities on 
this continent planning to stage 
local races and send their winners 
to Akron, according to J. P. Gorm- 
ley, national director of the Derby. 


New Unfair Sales Act 


Now Effective in N.H. 
CONCORD, N. H.—(UTPS).—The 
new Unfair Sales act became effec- 
tive in New Hampshire on July 1. 
It calls for 2 percent “mark-ups” 
for wholesalers and 6 _ percent 
“mark-ups” for retailers. 


licenses to persons convicted of 
violations of the motor code, in- 
cluding major offenses such as 
drunken driving, manslaughter in 
connection with the use of a mo- 
tor vehicle, failing to stop and 
render assistance after an accident, 
and falsifying statements. 

“I don’t want this authority, and 
I don’t believe any succeeding 
secretary of revenue will want it,” 
William J. Hamilton jr., revenue 
secretary, protested. “This simply 
means that the secretary of reve- 
nue could put back on the roads 
to operate business vehicles, with- 
out any period of suspension or 
revocation, persons who have been 
convicted of drunken driving; hit 
and run drivers; dope addicts and 
felons, including highwaymen, who 
use their vehicles to commit their 
crimes, and even murderers.” 

As the bill was finally approved, 
it gives the revenue secretary the 
power to issue a limited operator's 
license for “employed only” to 
operators who lost their driving 
privileges for violations other than 
major violations. 

The highway omnibus bill, how- 
ever, contains several other “jok- 
ers” which the assembly approved. 

As the measure goes to the gov- 


ernor for his signature, it makes | 22 


mandatory that automobiles of all 
peace officers checking speeders on 
highways or streets be painted 
“predominantly white,” and that a 
5 percent leeway be given truckers 
on overweight on the 18,000-pound 
single axle maximum. 


Road Committee Starts 


INDIANAPOLIS.—The Indiana high- 
way study committee, to start opera- 
tions Aug. 12, primarily was created to 
settle the eternal fight between the 
state, counties and cities about the dis- 
tribution of motor vehicle funds. Dur- 
ing the last decade the local commu- 
nities have been successful in getting 
an ever-increasing share of the state 
collections. They insist they are forced 
to fight for this money because road 
bonds in the counties are prohibited 
and in the cities there is a breakdown 
of the system of assessing street costs 
against abutting property owners. The 
automobile traveling public is inter- 
ested in both good roads and good city 
streets and it is likely automobile deal- 
ers and large truckers will be called 
before the committee when it begins 
its deliberations. 





Wis. Fuel Buyers 
Seeking Damages 


From Oil Firms 


MILWAUKEE. — Six industrial 
and four consumer cooperatives are 
seeking damages of approximately 
$502,000 from a dozen large oil 
companies under the Clayton and 
Sherman anti-trust laws. 

The plaintiffs charge that alleged 
price-fixing by the defendant com- 
panies cost them approximately 
two cents a gallon for gasoline 
used between February, 1935, and 
December, 1936, and they ask re- 


_ | covery of approximately six cents 


a gallon. 


The cooperatives and the amounts 
they seek are the Progressive 
Farmers of Wisconsin, Seymour, 
$39,198; Greenville Co-operative 
Gasoline Co., Greenville, $67,500; De 
Pere-Morrison Progressive Farm- 
ers’ Co-operative, West De Pere, 
$66,780; Farm Bureau Services, Inc., 
Lansing, Mich., $243,300. 

Industrial plaintiffs and _ their 
claims are L. C. L. Transit Co., 
Green Bay, $26,376; Olson Trans- 
portation Co., Green Bay, $11,222; 
Cobb’s Sunlit Bakery, Green Bay, 
$3,999; Buri’s Sunlit Bakery, Eau 
Claire, $5,645; Schuster Construc- 
tion Co., Denmark, $3,241; Wheeler 
a Co., Menasha, $36,- 

Denfendant companies are So- 
cony Vacuum Oil Co., Wadhams 
Oil Co., Empire Oil & Refining Co., 
Continental Oil Co., Pure Oil Co., 
Shell Petroleum Corp., Sinclair Re- 
fining Co., Mid-Continent Petroleum 
Corp., Phillips Petroleum Co., 
Skelly Oil Co., Globe Oil & Refin- 
ing Co. (Oklahoma) and Globe Oil 
& Refining Co. (Illinois). 

The complaint, filed in U. S. dis- 
trict court here, generally follows 
the evidence produced at the trials 
of the defendant companies and 
their officers in Madison. Another 
similar case, filed by a Milwaukee 
cab company, is pending in the fed- 
eral court here. 


Chevrolet School 


Alumni to Meet 


DETROIT. — A series of 11 
reunions in 10 cities throughout 
this country and one in Canada will 
be held by the 358 graduates of the 
Post-Graduate School of Modern 
Merchandising and Management 
during the next five weeks, it is 
announced by William E. Holler, 
general sales manager of Chevrolet 
and founder of the division’s school 
for dealers’ sons. 

The alumni gatherings, bringing 
together graduates of the 12 ses- 
sions of the school already held, 
will be staged under the direction 
of T. O. McLaughlin, director and 
chief instructor of the school. 

Sites of the third annual reunion 
will be New York, Washington, De- 
troit, Atlanta, Dallas, Los Angeles, 
Oakland, Seattle, Vancouver, B. C., 
Kansas City and Chicago. A wel- 
come by McLaughlin, speeches by 
the alumni, and election of regional 
officers will feature the luncheon 
meetings. 

The 13th session of the school, a 
nine-week course dealing with all 
phases of retail automotive man- 
agement, will open in Detroit Sept. 








Wire your Congressman: ‘Be fair to 
our industry!’’ 


3 New Cars Registered 


To Every Car Junked 
LANSING. — A report from 
Secretary of State Harry F. 
Kelly, of what is believed to be 
&@ pretty general picture of the 
ratio of junked cars to new cars 
registered, shows for every one 
car junked, five new cars are 
registered. 

In the three-year period be- 
tween January, 1938 and Decem- 
ber, 1940, there were 534,093 new 
cars registered in Michigan and 
128,953 reported as having been 
junked. While there may be a 
few other cars junked that were 
not reported, this ratio of one 
to five, Kelly says, is pretty 





general throughout the nation. 
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Yes, we’ve got a lot in common—with 


puppies! 
Movie people, illustrators, editors, adver- 
tising men know that it’s hard to top the 
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power of puppies to appeal to all kinds of 
people, great and small, young and old. 
LIFE Magazine, too, has a unique 
power to grip the attention of all people. 
LIFE’s fascinating living, breathing reality 
commands a regular, week after week audi- 
ence of more than 20,000,000 readers—eager- 
ly receptive men, women, and young people. 
Advertisers have been quick to recog- 
nize the extraordinary value of this pub- 


lishing phenomenon. 


That explains why LIFE now carries 


more advertising of consumer goods thar 
any other magazine. 
And why passenger car advertising in LIFE 


has increased more than 500% in the past 


two years! 


LIFE’s PASSENGER CAR ADVERTISING RECORD 


44.00 pages 


156.37 pages 


252.50 pages 
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Aviation Center Seen Shifting to Automotive Industry 
Midwest Defense Orders 


Near West 


DETROIT.—With defense orders 
for planes fast approaching the 
$1,000,000,000 mark, the automotive 
industry is entering the final phase 
before launching mass production 
of airplanes—and wresting from 
the Pacific coast the title of “avia- 
tion center.” 

Army and Navy officials in Wash- 
ington are freely predicting that 


No Aluminum 
Shortage Found 
In NAM Survey 


NEW YORK.—Despite the ob- 
vious need for aluminum in civil- 
ian, non-defense industries, no real 
aluminum shortage exists for air- 
plane production or other vital de- 
fense industries, according to a 
nationwide survey made by Na- 
tional Assn. of Manufacturers. 

Based on telegraphic reports from 
20 airplane and other defense pro- 
duction centers and including state- 
ments from Aluminum Co. of 
America and Reynolds Metals Co., 
the nation’s chief aluminum pro- 
ducers, the survey indicated cur- 
rent production exceeding 56,500,000 
pounds a month, well ahead of ad- 
vance estimates. 

Declaring that the production 
and delivery of vital armament 
equipment “has not been delayed 
by a shortage of the white metal,” 
Walter D. Fuller, president of the 
association, warned that a tempor- 
ary shortage might develop despite 
the optimism of producers and the 
assurance of manufacturers that 
enough aluminum is either on 
hand or guaranteed to fill virtually 
all defense orders now in process. 

“There has been a great deal of 
confusion in the public mind,” Ful- 
ler stated, “over the controversy in 
the press whether defense produc- 
tion has been held up or is being 
delayed by the reported shortage of 
aluminum. There is no assurance 
that such a shortage might not 
develop in the future as the defense 
program expands, however, and the 
mere finding there is no current 
shortage should not be interpreted 
as an effort to discourage collec- 
tion of aluminum household utensils 
or other methods of conserving the 
civilian use of this much needed 
metal.” 
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Coast’s Total 


the automotive industry will domin- 
ate aircraft production following 
the national emergency. It is 
reported that aviation interests, 
largely centered on the West coast, 
have shown considerable concern 
but apparently can do nothing 
about it in view of the fact their 
plants are taxed to capacity with 
plane orders. 

Already about $750,000,000 worth 
of plane orders have been placed 
with the automotive industry, cen- 
tered in Michigan, Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois, with prospects of 
larger orders to come. To date the 
aircraft industry in California has 
received a total of slightly over 
$900,000,000 in defense plane orders, 
with the likelihood that the 10 
plants there will be unable to fill 
additional heavy orders because of 
limited capacity. 

If the nation’s aviation center 
does move to the midwest, as pre- 
dicted, it will culminate a dream 
of 15 years ago when Midwestern- 
ers—principally Henry Ford and 
Bill Stout—set out to bring the air- 
craft industry to that area. Now, 
after 10 years of being out of the 
aviation picture, Ford is back again 
in full swing, with a large airplane 
plant, employing 60,000, already 
under construction in Ypsilanti, 


Mich. 
In addition, General Motors, 
Chrysler, Studebaker, Goodyear, 


Hudson, Buick, Chevrolet and oth- 
ers are now doing aviation work 
for the government in the Midwest. 

With automobile mass - pro- 
duction ideas applied to airplanes, 
the Midwest setup can easily be 
turned to production of pleasure 
and commercial planes once the 
emergency is over, it is contended. 


GM Aeroproducts 
Division Starting 
Propeller Output 


DAYTON, O.—Housed in a new, 
modern plant of 193,000 square feet 
floor space, Aeroproducts division 
of General Motors Corp., near here, 
is ready to start building a new- 
type hydraulic airplane propeller 
for the U. S. Army air corps, E. R. 
Breech, GM _ vice-president, an- 
nounced last week. 


Already, the plant is working on 
a three-shift, six-day-a-week basis, 
with five different models of pro- 
pellers in the testing stage. 

“It was just about a year ago 
that GM acquired the propeller 
business of Engineering Projects, 
Inc.,” Breech stated. “At that time 
the concern had been working for 
several years on the development 
of a hydraulic airplane propeller, 
and we thought it would take 
about three years before experi- 
ments on the propeller could bé 
completed and actual production 
started. 

“However, within the year, due 
to the emergency of the national 
defense program, Aeroproducts has 
been housed in a new, modern 
plant. Building and tooling were 
carried on coincident with comple- 
tion of experimental work. Several 
months ago a propeller passed 
Army tests; a first government 
order for propellers has now been 
received; a trainee program for 
skilled employes is under way, and 
very shortly effective production 
may be expected.” 

Before the end of the year the 
plant will employ about 1,800 work- 
ers. More than 500 emplcyes are 
engaged at the present time in 
trainee production, testing of pro- 
pellers and in completing the in- 
stallation and setting up of tools 
and machinery. When operating at 
full capacity about 2,600 employes 
will be needed, Breech said. 

Werner J. Blanchard is general 
manager of the Aeroproducts divi- 
sion and Charles S. MacNeil is 
chief engineer. 


BATA Names Nielsen 


BUFFALO. — Herbert S. Nielsen, 


| president of H. S. Nielsen, Inc., Olds- 


mobile dealers, has been appointed 


‘associate member director of Buffalo 


Automotive Trade Assn. 








ust announced will be speeded by 


AUTOMOBILE MACHINES adapted for “hast defense work. The tool-up 


prestem at Plymouth for new defense work 
hrysler Corp.’s timé-saving practice of tak 


ng machines, where they can be 


adapted for such services, out of regular car-production work. Among those 


earmarked for transfer to Bofors oe of 


Throughout the whole corporation 
this jo 


roduction is this 


are being taken from regular production lines. Lieut. Col. R 
(in panama), War department chief of ordnance production in the 


iant milling machine. 
of the 900 machine tools required for 
. Z. Crane 
Detroit area, 


here reviews this new tooling peogrem with factory officials. Left to “s*, D.S 
L ol. H. - Rehm, 


Eddins, Plymouth president; 


eut. Col. Crane; 
commanding officer, Chrysler tank arsenal; H. L. 


Lieut. C 
Weckler, vice-president and 


general manager of Chrysler Corp., and A. H. Paterson, Plymouth production 


chief. 


Plymouth Readying Tools 


For Bombers, Bofors Guns 


DETROIT.—More than 200 struc- 
tural parts for Martin medium 
bombers will be manufactured by 
Plymouth, it is announced by D. 
S. Eddins, Plymouth president. 

Experimental work will begin at 
once on each of the _ separate 
bomber parts Plymouth is to sup- 
ply, he said. This plant already has 
completed preliminary work to 
handle production of parts for Bo- 
fors 40-millimeter rapid-fire anti- 
aircraft guns, which also will be 
produced in quantity by the Plym- 
outh factory, Eddins confirmed. 

Two complete sets.of the intricate 
gun parts Plymouth will produce 
were finished last month, weeks 
ahead of schedule, and were in- 
stalled in two completely assembled 
“pilot model” guns delivered by 
Chrysler Corp.—said to be first of 
this type ever built in the U. S. 
Fire power and maneuverability of 
this heavy - calibre’ anti - aircraft 
weapon, according to Army and 
Navy experts, makes it one of the 
nation’s best defenses against dive- 
bombers, and large volume output 
will be required. 

Chrysler Corp. has been commis- 
sioned to make the complete gun 
including sights, except the mount- 
ing, which the Firestone Rubber 
Co. will make. :; 


A large tooling program is now 
under way at the Plymouth fac- 
tory to provide the special ma- 
chines, tools, jigs, fixtures and 
gauges for mass production of the 
Bofors gun parts, and the big list 
of parts for bomber planes. 

To carry out this program, fol- 
lowing Chrysler Corp.’s regular 
practice, car-production machinery 
and equipment, which can _ be 
adapted to this special work, will 
be withdrawn from normal service 
to augment the tool-up required 
for this defense work. Certain ma- 
chines already in use by the factory 
have been found, after a careful 
survey, capable of being adapted 
to this particular war work. These 
are being earmarked for transfer 
to the separate defense unit the 
factory is setting up—in order to 
save valuable time, and to get 
under way as quickly and effici- 
ently as possible. 


Throughout the whole corporation 
more than 400 domestic car-ma- 
chine tools have been found cap- 
able of being adapted to this gun 
job and the 500 necessary additional 
machines, of types different from 
any which the corporation has, 
have been ordered. 

Hundreds of skilled Plymouth 
mechanics and production super- 
visors, familiar with quantity as- 
sembly methods, have already been 
transferred to Chrysler Corp.’s tank 
arsenal and special airplane plant. 
These men were instrumental in 
speeding production on the Army’s 
new M-3 medium 31-ton tanks, 
which soon will be rolling off the 
assembly lines on a quantity basis. 

Many more Plymouth workmen 
and production specialists will be 


transferred to the factory’s own 
war materials unit, when this new 
setup is complete and volume pro- 
duction gets under way. 

The new bomber program just 
announced involves approximately 
250 separate parts from Plymouth 
alone for the nose and center 
fuselage sections of Martin medium 
bombers, which Chrysler Corp. will 
supply as completely assembled 
units for the Glenn L. Martin- 
Nebraska Co. 

Meanwhile, right-of-way over 
normal automobile production was 
recently given by the factory in 
producing more than 2,000 special 
Army sedans. These cars were built 
to rigid War Department specifica- 
tions for the use of Army officers 
in the field, and were equipped 
with special “black - out” lights 
front and rear, a lustreless non-re- 
flecting olive drab finish and spe- 
cial heavy duty equipment. 

Production and shipment of these 
officers’ cars is now complete, and 
some of the cars have already seen 
active service during recent ma- 
neuvers in the south. 


In addition, the factory also will 
continue to produce hundreds of 
industrial and tractor engines per 
month, some of which are intended 
for Army service on welding and 
maintenance operations, towing air- 
craft to and from hangars, move- 
ment of bomb-trains up to the line 
for loading aboard attack squad- 
rons, and similar duty. 


FTC Drops Complaint 


WASHINGTON. Federal Trade 
Commission has dismissed a complaint 
which had _ charged L. B. Patterson, 
trading as Watch-My-Turn Signal Co.., 
Des _ Moines, Ia., with violation of 


the Federal Trade Commission Act in 
the sale of an electric signalling de- 
vice for automobiles. The commission 
order recites that it appears the evi- 
dence is not sufficient to sustain the 
allegations of the complaint. 





GETTING SET for defense aircraft propeller test. Ra 
gives a final check to test mechaniom appararas, and L. 





Chevrolet Plant 
In Buffalo Starts 
Shift to Defense 


BUFFALO, N. Y.—All operations 
at the River Road plant of Chev- 
rolet, except the manufacture of 
truck rear axles, have stopped and 
the work of converting the plant to 
make Pratt & Whitney airplane 
engines is underway. The truck 
rear axle operation is temporary. 

The action affects all except a 
few hundred of the plant’s force 
of 3,500. 

“We are retaining the engineer- 
ing force and the tool and die- 
makers,” Alfred G. Gulliver, fac- 
tory manager, declared. “When we 
start operations in the defense pro- 
gram, all our employes will have 
the opportunity to return.” 

Gulliver would make no more 
definite statement than that re- 
newal of operations would be “early 
in 1942.” 

“That depends entirely,” he said, 
“upon how soon the new machin- 
ery can be made, delivered and in- 
stalled. This equipment has been 
ordered and we will have to await 


delivery.” 
The Chevrolet assembly and 
Fisher Body plants here, which 


also will stop all production for the 
automobile industry to participate 
in the huge airplane motor produc- 
tion program “tentatively will con- 
tinue operations until July 29,” it 
was said. These two plants employ 
a total of 1,500. 

Monthly production of 1,000 P & 
W aircraft engines is planned by 
Chevrolet under an $89,075,000 gov- 
ernment order, the bulk of the 
work to be done in the three Buf- 
falo plants. 


Knudsen Unhurt 
In Car Accident 


LOS ANGELES.—Although un- 
hurt, William S. Knudsen was 
shaken up when the automobile in 
which he was returning from Long 
Beach was struck by a coupe near 
Dominguez Junction last week. 

After the inspection tour of the 
Douglas Aircraft Plant at Long 
Beach, the OPM Director’s party 
was returning to the Ambassador 
Hotel when the crash occurred. 
None was injured, and, although 
shaken, Knudsen assisted’ the 
driver of the car that struck him 
to make emergency repairs. 

Earlier in the week, Knudsen 
told newspapermen here that 2,000 
planes per month will be coming off 
U. S. assembly lines by Jan. 1, 1942, 
with peak production of 3,700 air- 
planes a month in September, 1942. 


Borg-Warner’s Defense 


Orders Total $49,960,078 
CHICAGO.—Defense orders re- 
ceived by divisions and subsidiary 
companies of Borg-Warner Corp. as 
of July 1, 1941, totaled $49,960,078, it 
is announced by G. A. Shallberg, 
Borg-Warner vice-president. 

The most recent award, amount- 
ing to $1,586,000, made to the Me- 
chanics Universal Joint division at 
Rockford, Ill., for fuses, is included 
in this total. 


Bushong, foreground, 
G. Granger tunes up 


Allison engine before starting the vibration test run of one of the advanced 
type hydraulic airplane propellers developed by Aeroproducts division of General 
Motors Corp. near Dayton, O. On the propeller may be seen small carbon 
resistances cemented to the blades and connected by small wires to a slip ring 
assembly, located on the nose of the propeller bearing. This is a part of the 
delicate mechanism through which vibration stresses are accurately measured 
and eliminated. The measurements are made at all speeds throughout the 
operating range of the propeller of each type of installation, 
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HEN you buy a General Motors car there are 
’ ( several things you may take for granted. 


It is a good piece of engineering, well-designed 
and well-made. It is a good value for the money. 
It will keep running years on end. When you are 
done with it, it finds a ready market. 


These are only highlights, yet even these call for 
far more than General Motors research and manu- 
facturing resources, essential as 


they are. 


They involve the skilled collabora- aN | 
tion of some 18,000 local business- 4 
men, General Motors dealers, whose 
job it is to bring our cars to mar- 
ket and serve the customers who 


buy them. 








Without such collaboration volume would be 
less and prices higher, in vicious spiral; research 
impeded; reliable repair and maintenance service 
hard to find; your used car a drug on the market. 


Under such handicaps the automobile would 
never have grown to be the serviceable instru- 
ment of transportation for millions that it is today. 


That is why we say that in the endeavor to give 
you greater value and greater satis- 
faction from your automobile dol- 
lars, General Motors dealers put 
their shoulders to the same wheel 
with ours. 


That is why we call them partners 
in progress with GM, and with the 
communities in which they live. 


(SENERAL Motors 
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Slight Increases Allowed, 
Relieving State Trade Barrier 


Special to Automotive News 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS). — 
One of the most controversial bills 
of the 1941 session, the big truck 
bill was passed by the house by a 
vote of 160 to 40 in a surprise 
move and sent to Gov. James for 
his approval. 

Introduced jointly by Reps. Ira T. 
Fiss, and Ellwood B. Welsh, and 
sponsored by the Pennsylvania Mo- 
tor Truck Assn., the bill is wel- 
comed as relief from Pennsyl- 
vania’s 18-year-old trade barrier. 
The measure permits slight weight 
increases as follows: 

Two-axle trucks, 26,000 to 30,000 


pounds. 

Three-axle trucks, 36,000 to 40,000 
pounds. 

Tractor - trailers, 39,000 to 42,006 
pounds. 


The single axle maximum also 


Missouri Use Tax Bill 


Is Vetoed by Governor 

ST. LOUIS. — Gov. Forrest 
Donnell has vetoed the motor 
vehicle “use” tax bill, under 
which a 2 percent tax would 
have to be paid on the purchase 
price of an automobile or com- 
mercial car before the Secretary 
of State would issue a certificate 
of title. 

“In my opinion,” the governor 
said, “there is a serious question 
under the Constitution of Mis- 
souri, as to the validity of the 
bill, and it is not unlikely that 
litigation charging violation of 
the State Constitution by the 
law which would be constituted 
by said bill would ensue if said 
bill should become a law.” 





At: Least 


fifty million car- 
sales have started 


with a Mitt, AWee 


was raised from 18,000 to 19,000 
pounds. 


The PMTA waged a vigorous 
fight for enactment of the measure 
in the face of strong opposition 
which frequently took a misleading 
and malicious turn. All sorts of 
rumors, none of which could be 
sustained, were circulated against 
the integrity of the truckers during 
the battle. 


Truckers requested and the house 
approved 50,000 pounds maximum 
gross for tractor-trailers, and 22,- 
400 pounds single-axle load, but the 
senate cut this to 42,000 and 19,000, 
respectively. For several weeks the 
truckers stood by the decision of 
representative committees of the 
industry in the state to refuse a 
compromise on less than 45,000 
pounds for tractor-trailers and 20,- 
000 pounds for single-axle load. 

Considered dead in the closing 
days of the session, PMTA officials, 
however, hastily gathered at Har- 
risburg, and after lengthy confer- 
ences agreed, in the best interest 
of national defense and the indus- 
try generally, to accept the amend- 
ments repeatedly offered by the 
senate. 

Prior to passage of the bill, 
tributes to the trucking industry 
and the battle it carried on for 
removal of the state’s trade barrier 
were delivered on the floor of the 
senate by Senators B. B. McGinnis 
and Harry Shapiro. 

Senator John G. Snowden said 
the bill contained “a number of 
good features, including a new sys- 
tem of classification that is up-to- 
date and benefits small pickup 
trucks.” 







BENDIX START! 


HEN the salesman steps into one of your cars with a 
prospective buyer and pushes the starter-switch that’s an 
important moment. At least fifty million times that’s been the 


beginning of a sale. 


Doesn’t that seem like a sufficiently sound reason for genuine 
Bendix Drive to continue in your service as a trusted, abundantly- 
proved part of the cars you build or sell? 

No other integral automotive unit that we know of has ever 
built so impressive a record of satisfying, unfailing performance. 


ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION 
BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION 
ELMIRA, NEW YORK 


BENDIX DRIVE 








PARTNERS FOR PREPAREDNESS. An example of how ‘“‘wheels for defense” 
are being turned out by the automotive industry is pictured here. All are pro- 
duced by Chrysler Corp. The Dodge cab-over-engine truck at the left is typical 
of the hundreds of thousands of trucks for commercial, civilian use that are 
busy these days hauling supplies and materials for constantly expanding defense 


industries. The part it 


plays in the whole scheme of national preparedness is 
vital just as is Chrysler Corp.’s M-3 Medium 31-ton tank or the 


odge ‘‘four 


by four’ Army truck on the extreme right. The vehicles were photographed at 


the Detroit tank arsenal just after this 


tank had been put through tests on the 


tank proving ground adjoining the arsenal. 


Suggests Spare Wheel, Tire 


Be Dropped to Save Material 


Eprror’s Note: The following let- 
ter, offering a suggestion for saving of 
vital defense materials, has been sub- 
mitted by E. S. Ingham, general man- 
ager of National Wheel and Rim 
Assn., Detroit. 


“This will follow up our tele- 
phone conversation in which I out- 
lined a plan by which our portion 
of the automotive industry might 
contribute some substantial savings 
in both steel and rubber without in- 
flicting a hardship on anyone. 

“Briefly, the basic idea is simply 
to eliminate the supplying of a 
spare ‘wheel or rim first by the 
manufacturers of commercial ve- 
hicles of all kinds and, secondly, by 
passenger car manufacturers. The 
average weight of a spare wheel or 
rim as supplied on commercial ve- 
hicles, taking the disc type wheel in 
the field up to ton and a half and the 
demountable rim in the larger sizes, 
will average over 60 pounds. Based 
on a production of 800,000 trucks 
and trailers, this would represent a 
total of some 24,000 tons of steel 
and, of this, the steel required for 
the disc type wheels falls in the 
class of plate, in which there is the 
greatest shortage. 

“Commercial operators in gener- 
al do not carry spares for every 
vehicle, preferring instead to fur- 
nish some type of centralized serv- 
ice so that the elimination of these 
spare wheels or rims on new trucks 
would not work any hardship, par- 
ticularly in view of the fact that 
there is a vast supply of them in 
the hands of users adequate to take 
care of the greater portion of 
their requirements. 

“In the case of passenger cars. 
not only are spare wheels involved 


but also spare tires. The wheels | 


would average 20 pounds offering a 
potential saving on a production of 
4,000,000 cars of some 40,000 tons 
and at the same time, a correspond- 
ing saving in new tires and tubes. 
While many owners would undoubt- 
edly prefer to purchase wheels, tires 
and tubes to go with their new cars, 
yet many others would prefer a 
used tire which is just as satisfac- 
tory for use as a spare. 

“You asked if this curtailment 
would not have an adverse effect on 
the wheel business, in reply to which 
I may say that, in the first place, it 
is a contribution which would be 
gladly made and, in the second, in 
the case of truck wheels and rims, 


Compulsory Insurance 


Seen in New Vt. Law 
MONTPELIER, Vt.— (UTPS).— 
When a newly enacted law became 
effective in Vermont on June 1, it 
suddenly dawned on the state’s 
autoists that the last legislature 
quietly, but drastically, put over 
the nearest thing to compulsory 
automobile insurance that could 
have been enacted, without actual 
compulsion. 

Under the new law—similar to 
neighboring New Hampshire’s—an 
uninsured motorist may operate 
until either a minor or major ac- 
cident occurs. Then the state will 
demand that insurance be taken 
out or adequate proof of financial 
responsibility to meet any and all 
damages be established. 


particularly since the manufactur- 
ers are unable today to supply all 
the material asked for, the adoption 
of such a plan by the vehicle manu- 
facturers would enable the available 
wheels and rims to be spread over 
a larger sum of units. 

“It is quite possible that it has 
already occurred to some manufac- 
turers that they might eliminate 
the spare, but it was our thought 
that if this suggestion could be 
brought to the attention of the 
proper parties in Washington, it 
would receive their endorsement 
and the idea then could be passed 
on to the manufacturers as some- 
thing which they might do volun- 
tarily.” 


Sunday Sales Ban Fails 
To Pass N. J. Senate 


TRENTON, N. J.—A bill to pro- 
hibit motor vehicle dealers from 
doing business after 6 pm on Sat- 
urdays or any time on Sunday 
recently fell six votes short of pass- 
age when brought up in the state 
senate here. 

The proposed legislation, which 
was laid over and is still in posi- 
tion to be brought up again in the 
future, would make a disorderly 
person of any dealer or agent of 
an automobile sales company who 
negotiated or sought to negotiate 
the sale of a motor vehicle during 
the specified period. 


MacArthur Retires 


CHICAGO.—Announcement is made 
by Link-Belt Co. that F. V. MacArthur, 
after nearly 50 years of service, has 
| resigned as_ secretary and assistant 
treasurer of the company, and is re- 
tiring from business. Harry E. Kellogg, 
treasurer and assistant secretary, has 
been elected secretary, thus becoming 
secretary and treasurer. 





EIGHTY YEARS OLD and still hold- 
ing down a man-sized productive job 
is the achievement of John Patton who 
runs a spot-welder in the Kercheval 
body plant of Chrysler Sales division, 
Detroit. And Patton is no superannu- 
ated showpiece; he sometimes has some 
of his fellow workers hustling to keep 
pace with him. He is on the job every 
day for the regulation number of hours. 








FIN 


$10 


Supplier Strike 


Ends, Chrysler 
Plants Reopen 


DETROIT.—Resumption of work 
at the Automotive Fibres plant 
here, following a_ strike which ertaint 
forced closing of all four Chrysler ane 
divisions due to lack of supplies, # the 
highlighted the labor situation in pid ou 
Detroit during the past week, elders 
Fibres workers ratified an increase " like 
in wages July 13, permitting Chrys. A sun 
ler plants to resume full operationg frst ha! 
on Tuesday. compan 

Meanwhile the long dispute be- ompar 
tween CIO and AFL over who held wrresP 
right to the title of United Automo. eding 
bile Workers (UAW) was settled by firms i 
mutual consent, with both uniong wt $31 
permitted to use the UAW designas year 4 
tion, in connection with the affili« $138,932 
ate organization thus: UAW-CIOQ 87,000 
and UAW-AFL. Not only will the Altho 
rival unions share the name, but for di 
they likewise will divide up old fur. were r 
niture and fixtures left over when gupport 
Homer Martin and George Addeg five mi 
factions split the original UAW panies 
into two camps. ments : 

Plenty of fireworks are expected $176,00( 





at the annual conclave of the UAW- 
CIO in Buffalo starting Aug. 4, 
Little opposition is likely to the re- U. S 
election of R. J. Thomas to the 

presidency, but there is expected te Fo 
be considerable battling over the 

right-wingers’ proposal to bar from I 
office all Communists, Nazis and 


Fascists. 2d i 
° ° nl 
Wildcat Strike Ends ‘meetin 
At Great Lakes Steel To: 


ECORSE, Mich.—Work at the ageme! 
Great Lakes Steel Corp., which wag scope « 
closed Tuesday for the second time enable 
in six weeks by a “wildcat” strike, in the 
was resumed last week, No « 
following the signing of a contract the pr 
by the management and representas tions t 
tives of the Steel Workers Organiz- tions t 
ing Committee (CIO). the co 

The plant was shut down at mids small 
night Monday when a small minors nearin; 
ity of the 8,100 workers walked out Ther 
and established a picket line. Theit final ¢ 
action, they said, was a _ protest Washi 
against the failure of the company davs. | 
to sign a contract which the union ‘i 


had ratified last Wednesday. —F— 
ee zs estima 
Parking Problem Finds _ 00 fo 


Way Into Legislatures ®ubbe 


WASHINGTON. — The parking 
problem, national headache No. t Ger 
is finding its way into state and 
federal legislative halls. California, 

Iowa, Kansas, Maine, New Hamp- 

shire and North Carolina have AKR 
enacted statutes this year, givingCo. an 
municipalities authority to acquiréa net 
and operate automobile parking charge 
lots. May 3 

The Federal “Defense Highway $1.77 1 
Act of 1941,” just reported to the This c 
House of Representatives, admits $280,56 
the national significance of thé€the c 
problem by providing the use of period 
federal road funds for acquisition wet 
of off-street parking facilities. In pomps 
formation concerning state parking ay jnc 
statutes and approximately 
other highway user laws are con- 
tained in the Number Three 1944 Hog: 
Laws Bulletin released here last | 
week by the National Highway 
Users Conference. 


New Greenfield Plant 


Quadruples Tool Output 


SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — Green- 
field Tap & Die Corp. has put in 
operation a new plant, which will 
more than quadruple the company’s 
production of tools. 

The new building is two stories, 
200 feet by 80 feet, of brick con- 
struction, windowless, with two 
tiers of glass brick on two sides. 
Provision has been made for add- 
ing a third story when necessary. 
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Dealers Contribute 


PITTSBURGH.—Automobile dealers, 
their employes and automobile finance 
companies have contributed $2,100 to 
the United Service Organization cam- 
paign, according to H, D. Eierman, 
chairman of the soliciting committee. 
This figure is a partial report, with a 
eer of dealers not heard from 
yet. 


'“NO DISCRIMINATION against auto- 
mobile industry!” — wire your 
Congressman. ‘ 





FINANCIAL 


$107,207,000 Total Compares 
With $93,636,000 Last Year 
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By Dana Stuart 

Wall St. Correspondent 
NEW YORK. — Despite the un- 
grtainties surrounding future 
arnings, the automotive industry 
blies in the first six months of this year 
in int paid out in dividends to its stock- 
eek, widers substantially more than in 
ease the like period of last year. 


rys. Asummary of declarations in the 
tiong first half reveals that car and truck 
empanies distributed $107,207,000 
empared with $93,636,000 in the 
held wrresponding period of the pre- 
omo. ceding year. Parts and accessory 
-d by firms in the first six months paid 
niong wt $31,725,000 against $29,051,000 a 
igna- year ago. Total declarations was 
ffili< $138,932,000 as compared with $122,- 
-CIO #7,000 in the like 1940 period. 
| the Although June was a light month 
but for dividend declarations, gains 
furs were registered over a year ago, 
vhen supporting the trend of the first 
ddeg five months. Car and truck com- 
JAW panies last month declared pay- 
ments amounting to $500,000 against 
cted $176,000 a year ago, and parts and 


- dU, S. Rubber Set 
For Expansion 


In Defense Field 


e 
d te 
the 
rom 
and 
JERSEY CITY.—Stockholders of 
United States Rubber Co. at special 
meeting approved the proposal to 
amend Article II of the certificate 
of organization granting the man- 
the agement additional powers in the 
wag scope of the company’s business to 
‘im@ enable it to participate more widely 
‘ike, in the defense program, 
ek, No explanation was given as to 
rack the proposed broadening of opera- 
ntas tions but it is understood negotia- 
nize tions between the Government and 
__ the company for operation of a 
nid* small arms munition plant are 
10re nearing completion. 
ouk There is some expectation that 
heif fnal details will be arranged in 
test Washington within next week or 10 
aN¥ davs. It is believed the project in- 
108 volves a plant to be erected in the 
Middle West by the Government at 
estimated cost of around $30,000,- 
000 for operation by United States 
res Rubber. 


“tGeneral Tire’s 
and 
Net Increases 


ave AKRON.—General Tire & Rubber 
ing Co. and subsidiary companies had 
ireéa net profit, after taxes and all 
ing charges, for the six months ending 
May 31, of $1,004,442, equivalent to 
yay $1.77 per share on common stock. 
the This compares with a net profit of 
its $280,562 or 39 cents per share on 
thé the common stock for the same 
of period in 1940. 
io8 Net sales were $16,391,801 as 
Ins compared with $10,167,972 for 1940, 
. a an increase of 61 percent. 


be-« 





nia, 
np- 





3 
4d Hogan, Donner Elected 
~ Vice-Presidents of GM 


@¥ DETROIT.—Alfred P. Sloan jr., 


chairman of General Motors, an- 
nounced that the board of direc- 
tors at its meeting last week 
elected Henry M. Hogan and Fred- 
eric G. Donner vice-presidents of 
the corporation and members of 
the administration committee. Ho- 
gan has been assistant general 
counsel of GM with headquarters 
in Detroit. Donner has been gen- 
eral assistant treasurer with head- 
quarters in New York. 


ut 
n- 


ill 
y"s 


2S, 
n- 
VO 
4. Cause Must Be Shown 

" For Examining Books 


MADISON, Wis.—Gov. Julius P. 
Hei] has approved a bill passed iy 
's. the 1941 state legislature whic 
- permits stockholders of ome 
n- to examine eee books ‘10 
n, proper purposes only. 
7 ~l for passage of the meas- 
ure was the allegation that per- 
sons owning stock in more — 
one company could gain confi - 
tial information which might | . 
passed on to another firm, in whic 


they held a larger interest. 
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for the third quarter. 
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[Motor Dividends in First Half Exceed 1940 Period 





STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 
Previous Latest Year 


Week Week Change Ago 
WOME. svviccvceres 28.50 27.87 —.63 30.32 
10 car-truck ce.’s ..... 28.66 27.84 —.82 31.97 
10 parts-access, ....... 28.03 27.37 —.66 23.98 
4tire-rubbers ........ 19.53 19.24 —.29 15.88 


i 


accessory firms declared $8,267,000 
compared with $5,566,000. This made 
a total of $8,767,000 against $5,742,- 
000 a year ago. 

What the trend of dividend pay- 
ments in the second half of the 
year will be remains a question. 
The first indication of what to 
expect for the six-month period 
will come in August when some 
of the larger companies will make 
their announcements of payments 





Have you wired your Congressman 
on “NO DISCRIMINATION against 


automobile industry ?”’ 





Small Employers Told 
To Stop Fighting NLRB 
PHILADELPHIA, — Express- 

ing the view that small em- 

ployers should cease fighting the 

Wagner act on the ground that 

they are beyond jurisdiction of 

the National Labor Relations 

Board, Federal Circuit Court 

Judge William Clark pointed out 

in a decision here July 2 that 

such contentions are _ rarely 
borne out by the facts. 

“Our courts,” he stated, “have 
been plagued by the constant 
contention that NLRB iacks 
jurisdiction. This plague is the 
more remarkable in view of its 
complete lack of success * * * 
We know of only one case in 
which any court has dismissed 
the board’s petition for that 
reason.” Judge Clark’s remarks 
were made in ruling against the 
Suburban Lumber Co., of Oak- 
lyn, N. J., in a case of alleged 
labor discrimination against its 
truck drivers. 
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Rubber keeps hattle fleets afloat! 
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| Automotive Shipments Show 


Slight Rise During May 


NEW YORK. — Manufacturers 
cooperating with Motor and Equip- 
ment Manufacturers Assn. report 
May shipments of original equip- 
ment, accessories and service 
equipment as higher than the pre- 
vious month while replacement 
parts declined only a few points. 
All classifications are above May, 
1940. 


Grand index for all branches of 
the industry in May rose to 252 
percent of the January, 1925 base 
as compared with 240 percent for 
April and 157 percent for May, 1940. 

Shipments to vehicle manufac- 
turers for original equipment in 
May advanced to .282 percent of 
the base, which compares with 278 
percent registered in April and 162 
percent for May last year. 

Replacement parts shipments to 
wholesalers for May declined to 
215 percent of the 1925 base as 


“all out” defense. 


The nation prepares wi 


RUBBER 


OFFICIAL U. 8. NAVY PHOTO 


compared to 218 percent for April. 
In May, 1940, the index stood at 
172 percent. 

Accessories shipments to whole- 
salers in May rose to 136 percent 
of the base index. This compares 
with 132 percent in April and 89 
percent in May, 1940. 

Service equipment shipments to 
wholesalers in May advanced to 
208 percent of the base, which 
compares with 199 percent in April 
and 131 percent in May, 1940. 


Ga., Ky. at Odds 


ATLANTA.—Georgia has severed diplo- 
matic relations with Kentucky and warns 
Georgia truck drivers en idwest- 
ern produce markets to avoid the Blue 
Grass state. Negotiations between the two 
states for a reciprocal truckers’ license 
agreement have been broken off. 





“NO DISCRIMINATION against auto- 
mobile industry!” — wire your 
Congressman. 
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Rubber keeps 
air fleets aloft! 


Self-sealing rubber gasoline tanks, self-sealing rubber 
gasoline and oil hose, molded rubber parts, rubber 
vibration-absorbing mountings, rubber insulated wires 
and cables, rubber refueling hose, rubber stratosphere 
suits keep our Army and Navy air fleets ready for 





Quality tires save 
_ Tubber...vital to 
\ national defense! 


" Quality tires give longer 

, mileage, use less crude 
rubber per mile. 

: Thus, the user of quality tires 

is conserving both his own 

and his country’s resources. 






Back of the big guns is rubber... rubber hose, rubber gaskets, 
rubber insulated wires and cables, rubber cushions for delicate 
instruments, rubber life rafts, rubber deck cleats for safer foot- 
ing, rubber propeller shaft coverings, rubber gun mountings, 
rubber expansion joints and thousands of other rubber items 
vital to fleet operations. 










But it’s soft inside! succ, they're 


tough, but thanks to linings of soft, shock- 
absorbent Koyalon cushions tank men are saved 
from bruises due to contact with hard surfaces at 
high speeds. Tank gunners also avoid injury, in- 
crease accuracy of fire by pressing foreheads into 
Koyalon eyepieces while sighting guns! 





PHOTO BY U. S. ARMY SIGHM CORPS 


UNITED STATES RUBBER COMPANY 


6600 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 
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By A. H. Allen 


WITH 1942 models just about to 
start down the assembly line in 
many plants, considerable interest 
attaches to the much-publicized 20 
percent curtailment which the in- 
dustry will apply to production in 
the interests of national defense. 
It should be pointed out in this 
connection that the 20 percent is 
based on production for the first 
six months of the 1941-model year 
and not on output for the past six 
months. Against production for the 
six months ending July 31, the 
curtailment will be really 38 per- 
cent when based on the industry’s 
output for the first six months of 
the 1941 model-year. 

Some authorities will tell you 
privately that the curtailment 

percentage does not mean any- 
thing anyway, that the automo- 
bile industry will be lucky if it 





produces even 50 percent of the 
1941 model volume. But be that 
as it may, the industry is deter- 
mined to make cars just as long 
as the materials can be purchased 
and delivered. So it is reasonable 
to expect a good start this fall, 
with some slowing down as the 
pinch becomes tighter on materi- 


als later on. 

* * oo 
Metal Savings 
Are Listed 


CURTAILMENT of production 
releases both men and materials— 
and in no small volume. For ex- 
ample the above-mentioned 38 per- 
cent reduction will release an esti- 
mated 96,000 men in Michigan auto- 
mobile and parts plants alone. Of 
this army, it is figured only about 
36,000 can be absorbed in defense 





* 
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Ever watch a service man give a tire valve “the works” 
to line up a tube when mounting a tire? Some use 
special tools—most just reach for their pliers, grab 
the valve and haul away. Leaky valves would be 
common if the more than one hundred and fifty 
million standard tire valves in daily use were not 


“built to take it’. 


Schrader tire valves have a “backbone” machined 
from solid brass rod. Extending full length, this 
sturdy housing completely safeguards the valve 
mechanism from plier pressure, rim hole friction and 
the wear and tear of mounting. The valve cap pro- 
vides the final safeguard against the normal abuses 
of everyday operation. Guaranteed airtight up to 
250 Ibs. pressure, it shuts out dirt . . . and seals the 


valve mouth. 


Schrader 


MEG US PAT OFF 


TIRE VALVES 
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FINAL TOOLING for the production 


of Wright “Cyclone” aircraft engine 
pistons and rocker arms is nearing 
completion in the Aircraft division of 
Hudson Motor Car Co. Pictured above 
is one of the new machines which will 
produce rocker arms by mass produc- 
tion methods. Parts will be shipped to 
Wright Aeronautical Corp.’s new plant 


at Lockland, O., for final assembly. 


plants this fall. What are the rest 
going to do? ; 

In six months only, the curtail- 
ment, plus recently developed 
substitutions, will save 17,000,000 
pounds of primary and secondary 
aluminum, enough to build sev- 
eral thousand heavy bombers. 
Also freed will be 185,000,000 
pounds of nickel steel and 1,619,- 
000 tons of other steel. Further, 
a 70.1 percent reduction in zinc 
use and a 71.7 percent reduction 
in tungsten will accrue. 

ob * ok 


Bearing Life 
Studied 


BUICK ENGINEERS have made 
some rather startling discoveries 
about the relation of connecting 
rod bearing life to the smoothness 
of crankpin journals. Production 
practice in the past has been to 
machine, grind and lap crankpins 
to virtually a mirror finish— 3-5 
microinches depth of surface de- 
pressions as measured by the pro- 
filometer. Tests showed that if these 
journals were rougher, bearing life 
was extended appreciably. So pro- 
duction standards were revised up- 
ward to 35-50 microinches of 
“roughness.” 


So satisfactory was bearing 
performance on the rough jour- 
nals that more tests were made 
on experimental engines with 
crankshafts having different de- 
grees of roughness on crankpins 
to confirm original work. Endur- 
ance runs on dynamometers and 
extensive road tests all appeared 
to check, so it was decided to 
go still further and specify 50-70 
microinches of roughness on new 
engines. 


The rougher journals are pro- 
duced simply by cutting down the 
time on lapping machines from the 
former 48 seconds to about 5 sec- 
onds, following nearly the same 
machining and grinding practices 
as before. 


Wire your Congressman: ‘‘Be fair to 
our industry!’ 


Notables Attend Funeral 
For Fred J. Fisher, 63 


(Continued from Page 1) 


maxim of St. Paul ‘that no man 
overreach nor circumvent his 
brother in business.’ . . As he 
changed his status from employe 
to employer his memory did not 
grow short and he never forgot the 
golden secret that labor relations 
are essentially human relations and 
that human relations are governed 
by Divine Law. 

“Not to speak of his continued 
unpublished charities, may we then 
hope that through the wondering 
innocent eyes of the foundling, be- 
hind the wan features of the sick, 
and in the wrinkled faces of the 
aged, homeless poor whom, we all 
know, he has so generously suc- 
cored, the soul of Frederick Fisher 
now sees clearly revealed the be- 
nign countenance of Christ who in- 
spired his giving. ‘As long as you 
did it to one of these my least 
brethren, you did it unto me.’” 


Among the prominent persons 
who attended the funeral were 
A. P. Sloan jr., chairman of the 
board of General Motors Corp.; 
Jesse Jones, secretary of commerce 
of the U. S.; Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Ford: K. T. Keller, president, Fred 
M. Zeder, vice-chairman of the 
board, and Carl Breer, director, of 
Chrysler Corp.; Benjamin O’Shea. 
head of Continental Carbide & Car- 
bon Co., Chicago; Alvan Macauley, 
chairman of the board of Packard 
Motor Car Co.; Paul W. Garrett, 
vice-president of GM; Gordon Rent- 
schler, chairman of National City 
Bank of New York; William B 
Cambie, senior vice-president, and 
Thomas W. Morgan, president, of 
Sperry Corp.; A. G. Blagden, presi- 
dent of Martin-Parry Corp., of New 
York; Walter B. Cummings, chair- 
man of Continental Bank and Trust 
Co., Chicago, and Keith Morgan, 
chairman of National Infantile 
Paralysis Foundation. 

Fred J. Fisher grew up with the 
automobile industry, first as head 
of his own body-building company 
and later as one of the driving 
forces of General Motors. He re- 
tired from GM in 1934, to devote 
himself to management of his var- 
ied financial interests. 


His career is unique in that it 
is not the story of the rise of 
one man but of the growth of a 
family of which he is leader. Eldest 
of the seven Fisher brothers (the 
family also includes three sisters), 
Frederic John Fisher was born on 
Jan. 2, 1878 in Sandusky, O. His 
father, Lawrence, was a blacksmith 
and wheelwright as his parents had 
been before him, and when the 
family moved to Norwalk, O., 
shortly after the birth of Fred, he 
established a small smithy and car- 
riage shop. 

Fred Fisher attended the Catholic 
parochial school in Norwalk and 
also took a course in a small busi- 
ness college, but when most boys 
of his age were entering high 
school, he began working in his 


father’s shop, which by this time 
employed 25 men. To gain experi- 
ence, his father let him spend six 
months of each year in Detroit 
learning the methods of other car- 
riage makers. When he was 24, Fred 
moved to Detroit obtaining a job 
as draftsman with the biggest firm 
of its kind in the city, the Wilson 
carriage works. Meanwhile, his 
brothers were growing up at the 
forge back home, and as each be- 
came old enough, he was brought 
by Fred to Detroit. 


By 1907 the eldest of the “Fisher 
boys” had become general manager 
of the carriage works. The latter 
had been making automobile bodies 
for some time, but Fred had his 
own ideas on that subject. And so, 
in 1908 he and his brothers, with 
the help of an uncle, formed the 
Fisher Body Co. The firm had an 
authorized capital of $50,000, but 
more important it had the idea of 
quantity production of interchange- 
able body parts from wood pat- 
terns. 

The company experienced hard 
sledding for a while, but in 1910 
it received from the Cadillac Motor 
Co. a then sensational order for 
150 bodies. The Fisher Closed Body 
Co. and the Fisher Hardware Co. 
were outgrowths of the original 
firm, and in 1916 all of the Fisher 
enterprises were merged into the 
Fisher Body Corp. 


In 1920 the stock issue of the 
corporation was expanded from 
200,000 to 500,000 shares with GM 
acquiring the additional shares but 
agreeing to leave the brothers in 
control of the business for 10 years. 
In 1924, Fred Fisher, along with 
two other brothers, resigned from 
the corporation to join the man- 
agement of General Motors, and 
in 1926 the 1920 agreement was 
abrogated to permit GM to acquire 
all of the stock and take the busi- 
ness directly into the General Mo- 
tors family. 

As the body building business 
became more and more identified 
with General Motors and as his 
brothers assumed positions of in- 
creasing responsibility, Fred Fisher 
began to direct the interests of the 
family to other fields. Fisher & Co. 
was organized, and the brothers 
became active in various other 
lines of business. Fred Fisher's 
name, as well as those of his broth- 
ers, began to appear with increas- 
ing frequency on the directorates 
of many large corporations. 

In Detroit, both in his own name 
and as head of the Fisher family, 
he was particularly well-known for 
his philanthropies. 

Evidence of his pioneering spirit 
was his recent association with 
William B. Stout in the develop- 
ment of a new type of stainless 
steel airplane. 

Mr. Fisher married the former 
Burtha Meyers in June, 1908. They 
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have no children. 
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2 —Courtesy of Detroit Times 

A MOTHER AND HER SEVEN SONS. Fred J. Fisher, eldest of the seven famous Fisher brothers who died last week 
in Detroit, is pictured second from the left, standing, with his brothers and their late mother, upon the occasion of @ 
birthday celebration in her honor shortly before her death. Left to right, seated, are Edward F., Mrs. Lawrence Fisher, 
and Howard. Standing, left to right, William A., Fred J., who founded Fisher Body; Charles T., Alfred J. and Lawrence 
P. There are also three Fisher daughters. 
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—the 4th Dimension 
Automotive Linage Off; 


Woodward Acquired 
By Pete Wemhoff 


nage 
With automotive and national 
, only classifications showing a 
dine, advertising linage in news- 
rs of 52 cities measured by 
iia Records registered an _ in- 
ase of 5 percent for June. This 
jo brought the increase for the 
a six months of the year to 
|percent. 
Sharpest increase in June was 
islked up by financial, which 
we 12.0 percent. Department 
wre copy increased 9.7 percent, 
dile retail linage was up 9.5 
geent. Total display gained 5.1 
yrcent and classified 4.6 percent. 
stomotive linage was down 12.8 
yreent and general or national 
Ul percent. 
for the first six months of the 
ar classified was the leader with 
sincrease of 7.6 percent. Finan- 


wanted to label the kind of gaso- 
line offered at nondescript stations 
—as to the quality of which the 
purchaser can only guess because 
it lacks the backing of branded 
and advertised products. 

Some years ago another word 
was invented for gasoline. It was 
“taxoline.” 


Training 

; The major role played by train- 
ing activities in the successful 
launching of the $800,000,000 Gen- 
eral Motors defense program is 
disclosed in the current issue of 
GM Folks, the monthly pictorial 
magazine for the _ corporation’s 
300,000 employes. 

The Folks article cites numerous 
examples of GM training activities. 
Among them are courses for fore- 
men, various types of worker train- 
ing, the systematic “upgrading” of 


men as they gain experience, the 
work of the General Motors Insti- 
tute both at Flint, Mich., and in 
the field, the cooperative programs 
with schools and colleges, and the 
training of men, including Army 
and Navy personnel, to service 
defense products. 


Annex 

Maxon Inc. (Mercury - Lincoln), 
has virtually doubled the physical 
capacity of its main offices in 
Detroit, with the opening of a 
separate building near its present 
headquarters. 

Annex is a three-story stone 
structure completely refitted with 
modern equipment including fluo- 
rescent lighting, to provide for the 
expansion of Maxon’s research and 
merchandising division. These en- 
larged research facilities will not 
only serve the Detroit office of 
Maxon, but also the branches in 
Chicago, New York and Bridgeport, 
as well as the Maxon field force. 


Notes 

Bill Mason of New York Times’ 
Detroit office, elected commander 
of the Berkely (Mich.) post of 
American Legion. Succeeds Ray 
Blackwell of Forbes magazine's De- 
troit office. 
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Many Motor Advances Seen 
Evolving from Present Chaos 


LANSING.—While every citizen | triumphs on the part of motordom’s 
of the United States will agree that | technicians.” 
international conflict and chaos, as| In recalling industrial activity 
it exists throughout the world to-| during the first world war, Skin- 
day, is certainly without merit or | ner stated, “The automobile manu- 
gain, the fact remains, however, | facturers, during that period, con- 
that preparedness in world war | tributed to national preparedness in 
number two, as in former wars,/™any ways. The facilities of all 
will provide new opportunities for | manufacturers were placed at the 
the creative minds of America to | disposal of governmental programs. 





demonstrate even greater ingenu- 
ity. This opinion was expressed last 
week by S. E. Skinner, general 
manager of Oldsmobile, when he 
reviewed the _ resourcefulness 
demonstrated by the automotive 
industry. 

“I have complete faith in the 
ability of automotive engineering 
genius to meet any and all chal- 
lenges of the days ahead,” said 
Skinner. “The spectacular genius of 
the engineers and research men in 
this industry has been proved too 
often to be doubted. Every period 
of national emergency, whether 
military or economic in nature, has 
been met and answered by new 


Stylists, metallurgists and research 
engineers contributed their share 
and with much success. 


“I am most certain that as the 
automobile industry contributes its 
many materials and processes to 
current defense needs, automobile 
research engineers throughout the 
nation will introduce alternate ma- 
terials of equal or superior quality. 


“Because of the millions of dol- 
lars spent regularly by the auto- 
motive industry in research and 
testing, there has never yet been 
a time when new materials intro- 
duced did not demonstrate eventual 
superiority over the former types 


a had a rise of 5.6 percent, de- 
gtment stores 4.1 percent and/| 
tail 4.0. Total display was up 2.2) 
cent. National linage was down | 
Spercent and automotive 1.7 per- | 
at for the first six months. 


lequired 
John B. Woodward, Inc., news- | 
aper advertising representatives, 
as been purchased by Leonard L. 
farshall and Roy L. Rubel, both 
{whom have been with the or- 
mization for more than 20 years. 
Marshall has been elected 
president and treasurer, with 
adquarters in New York, Rubel, 
who will serve as vice-president 
md western manager, will be in 
Chicago and will also directly | 
apervise the branch offices in | 
Detroit, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. 
Woodward will act as chairman | 
{the board of directors, which 
lo includes Don A. Jansen, man- 
gr of the Detroit office, and | 
larry J. Wittschen, New York. 


lrade 

Of 370 class, trade and technical 
wlications, 223 increased their 
reulation in 1940 over 1939 and 
ff decreased circulations; 43 raised 
eir one-time page rates, five low- 
red them and 322 carried their 
89 rates unchanged through 1940; 
publications increased and 193 
ecreased their cost per page per 
housand, while 10 continued the 
st unchanged, according to the 
ighth edition of “A Rate and Cir- 
Wation Study of 404 Class, Trade 
ad Technical Publications,” just 
sued by the Assn. of National 
\dvertisers, Inc. 


1. C. G. Hammesfahr 
Alexander C. G. Hammesfahr, 61, 
resident of Metropolitan Sunday 
wspapers, Inc., who had been 
etive in the publishing and adver- 
sing fields for 40 years, died in 
xonxville, N. Y., July 11. 

Mr. Hammesfahr, who was born 
a Chicago, began his career as 
vrsonal office boy to P. D. Armour 
t., founder of Armour & Co., meat 
mckers. Later he joined the west- 
m office of Collier’s Weekly as a 


wlicitor, subsequently became west- 


™m manager and in 1912 came to 
New York as vice-president and 


fneral manager. 


Pun 

There’s a new word for gasoline, 
“cording to Standard Oil Co. of 
indiana. It has been invented to 
escribe the unadvertised brands 
# gasoline about which the public 
Mows little or nothing. | 

The word is “guessoline.” A good 
wunster thought it up when he 


‘London Signal Lights 
Reduced to Save Fuel 
LONDON. — (UTPS).— Gaso- 
line waste entailed because of 


traffic stops should be cut down 


f 
‘considerably by 2& decision 0 
ithe Ministry of War Transport 


here. 
: ties have been 
Highway authori ——" 


advised that where 

ditions permit, use 0 to 
signals may be discontinue - 
tirely or at certain hours of the 


day or night. 














The Men who Race with Death 


( A story of progress in automotive research ) 


How MANY LIVES the ambulance 
drivers of America have saved through 
their skill and courage cannot be esti- 
mated. It is reported that in a single 
large city there are over thirteen hun- 
dred emergency ambulance calls a day. 
The driver and the doctor who rides 
with him must consider every such call 
urgent; and the ambulance, itself, must 
not fail them in their race to save pre- 
cious minutes and lives. 

It is a tribute to the engineering 
genius of the automotive and petro- 
leum industries that gasoline engines 
were soon made so reliable, so fast, so 
easy and sure to start, that they could 
be used in emergency vehicles—am- 
bulances, police patrols, utility repair 
trucks. But the men of these industries 
are not resting content with what they 
have produced. Each day they are striv- 


ing further to improve engines and 
fuels so that all of us may enjoy the 
benefits of still better automobiles, 
trucks, buses, tractors and airplanes. 

In this further development, Ethy] 
research workers offer both product 
and service to the automotive and pe- 
troleum industries. For while we are 
in business to help refiners improve 
gasoline through the use of our prod- 
uct—anti-knock fluid containing tetra- 
ethyl lead, we realize that better fuels 
are of value only in so far as engines 
are improved to utilize them—and vice 
versa. The two must pro- 
gress together. 

Today our research labora- 
Detroit and San 


Bernardino are serving the 


tories in 


engineers of both the automo- 
tive and petroleum industries 


as a “clearing house” for automotive 
progress— cooperating in and direct- 
ing individual research efforts toward 
common goals. And Ethyl service engi- 
neers are assisting many commercial 
users of fuels and engines to take ad- 
vantage of day-to-day improvements. 
By serving technical men in every phase 
of automotive development we serve 
“everybody.” For even those advances 
which for the moment are of interest 
only to engineers will ultimately result 
in giving the public better and more 


economical transportation. 


ETHYL GASOLINE 
CORPORATION 


Chrysler Bldg., New York, N. Y. 








—————— 
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Car Registrations, All States for May, 1941-1940 


L. Polk & Co., New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold and New Jersey figures by Automotive Listings Inc., Trenton, N. J. 
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_ far Plants Nearing End of 1941-Model Production 






















9 
: Week’s 
AN’s Production Estimate Decli s Outp 4 Passenger Car Registrations 
(U. S. and Canada) eciines Sli htly Five Months, 1941-1940 
WEEKS ENDED JULY 19, JULY 12 * 1941 % 1940 % 
ant Jan.t To 108,940 Units Mey May of ana of 140 Unit 
Week Same Week July — to Total Pos. 1941 Industry Pos. 1940 Industry Pos. Gain 

ead Ended Week Ended to July20 J aly 19 | . DETROIT. — The coming week-|Chevrolet ....121,411 1 493,153 244 1 378,624 253 1 114,529 
labama July 19 1940* July 12* Date* 1940 ‘1941, | ©"4 Will see the termination of|Ford ......... 76,854 2 310,956 15.4 2 245,540 164 2 65,416 
caine MOTORS 54,212 21,997 54 1941- model production in several|Plymouth .... 66,290 3 250,171 124 8 194,705 130 3 55,466 
irizong HERAT "* ga0ne $1087 913 142,237 1,144,616 1,517,479 more plants,|Buick ........ 42,311 4 172,346 8.5 4 120,308 8.1 4 52,038 
acme? — eee eeeeees asi wa 30,876 79,748 698,508 864,935 AUTOMOTIVE NEWS with the follow-|Pontiac ...... 39,889 5 161,776 8.1 5 97,223 64 5 64,553 
kansag BUCK «+--+ +++ +--+ eee Tao 8,712 22,617 170,748 237,748 ing week ex-|Oldsmobile ... 33,551 6 132,156 6.5 6 85,251 5.7 7 46,905 
ele alb-cheter sees a ¢ %779 20,283 183,533 205,877| Production Estimate pected to wit-|Dodge ........ 29,948 7 112318 56 7 93614 63 6 18,704 
lifornig Mdsmobile .......... ; + 6,001 15,578 120,488 166,290 ness the com-/Chrysler ..... 21,607 8 177,572 3.8 8 44,691 3.0 8 32,881 

— ‘ - $ 1,545 4,016 21,339 42,629 pletion of this|Studebaker .. 14,315 9 53,037 26 9 42,709 29 9 10,328 
nlorade B tere eeeeees 6, 4,022 20,186 52,849 607,568 771,036 season’s opera-|De Soto ...... 13,611 10 46,492 23 10 30,896 21 13 165,596 
___' fymoutht ........... 4,150 + 9,627 20,648 298,020 357,382 tions in all|Nash......... 11,265 11 43805 2.2 11 24332 16 14 19,478 
ecticugpemget .............. 7,600 4,022 = 7,520 20,627 189,784 242,564 tasr Plants. Mercury ..... 10,807 12 42673 21 12 37,052 25 10 5,621 
cia ED cescccccesens 2,900 $ 1,502 6,507 69,280 101,767 WEEK "Peetuctioa Hudson ...... 9,963 13 37,599 1.9 18 33,999 23 11 3,609 
lawaraite Soto .............. 2,000 $ 1,587 5,067 50,534 69,823/ 111,387 <€& during the past|Cadillac ..... 8,110 15 32,121 16 14 15,068 1.0 15 17,053 
a sab ca ab ack 25,000 16,149 24,015 64,315 571,104 678,130 week dipped|Packard ..... 8,650 14 31456 1.5 15 31,096 21 12 360 
eee 22,800 14,377 21,605 57,867 497,305 589,050| 108,940—' = |<&— slightly to 108,-|Willys ....... 3,074 16 10,613 5416 9,380 6517 1,233 
ee toccersvcvses 2,200 61,522 2,410 6,148 56,825 76,434 weex 940 units, while|Lincoln ...... 2,426 17 9,491 AT 179,381 65 16 110 
eorgig limcoln .............. ¢ 250 $ 300 16974 12,646 in the previous| Miscellaneous. 396 1,858 — eee is 481* 
___. {)DEBAKER¢ ....... 3,088 + 8393 8614 63,073 80,013 ‘week a total of — — 
en Se wassekescc os ¢ t t + 33,278 52,985] 49,737 111,387 vehicles} TOTAL..... 514,478 2,019,593 100% 1,496,199 100% 528,304 
a DOINT occ cece cence t 125 t $ 40,103 43,872 rn a were turned out.| N.B, The above figures do NOT include government deliveries. 


mu oy SIN VV6 os Kes 1,600 t 860 3,291 42,470 41,319 
Cr eee 640 1,208 218 930 17,384 17,818 
ndianaSCELLANEOUS# - 1,750 6356 7,802 20,722 195,262 225,981 


Towa TOTALT.............. 108,940 49,787 111,387 292,958 2,714,858 3,427,683 
—_—evised. tIncludes trucks. t¢Closed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, 
‘ansasgnney, Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, Interna- 
—__.imal, Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, Bantam, etc. 

t 
os total which had previously estab- 


e 2 
val lished a new all-time record for 
— y Registrations one month, and was the first total 


‘asa . . for any single month to go beyond 
a Hit 986,204 Units the 500,000-mark. It compares with 
—,_4 DETROIT. — Passing the 500,000} the 481,675 units registered in April, 


vear In the same pe-| *Loss. 





riod of 1940 a 
total of 49,787| plants, turned out around 25,000 
units were pro-|cars and trucks last week. In 'the| Reduced License Fees 


duced. previous week Ford plants as- 
ee Production|sembled 24,015 units. Boost La. Regi istrations 


to date this| Operations at Chrysler, hamper-| _BATON ROUGE, 1 ~-Rebection 
month is estimated at 292,958 units, |ed in the previous week by a sup- - automobile licenses > a a 
indicating a final total in the neigh- | pliers’ strike, were resumed last 000 resulte registration of 70,- 
borhood of 400,000 units as more| week with the result that 16,650 aaa ieee th —y _ . were 
plants shut down for changeover |cars and trucks were turned out. | reco n , the icense 


bureau announced. 
the latter part of July. In the previous week 20,186 units " 
With 54212 vehicles scheduled, |Were assembled, while a year ago ee og ‘ee [ 
General Motors divisions’ output | only 4,022 vehicles, by Dodge, were am ely $500,000 i: f c 
rate last week was approximately turned out. Plymouth ended its . ——/—— e _—_ 
1941-model operations Wednesday |? nerease, bureau cials 














‘ylang ic, new passenger car registra- | 1929, which was the largest single| the same as in the previous week | 19 estimated. 

——ions in the United States during| month total until the new figure| when 54,913 units were turned out. | night. wn —  S 
usettmy, for the second consecutive| of 489,074 units in April this year.|In the comparable week of last} Studebaker, Packard and . illys Plant A ctivity 
—___.wnth, topped all previous records} New truck registrations during| year, only 21,927 units were pro-| were the ene nee ae Ba 

higam any one month in the history| May also set a new all-time high| duced, all by Chevrolet. ducers operating final as y (Week Ending July 19) 


Ford, still troubled by minor la-|lines last week, the others being 
ner dhouee at the Rouge plant|in the process of changing over OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 
which have disrupted production| to 1942 models. yearn 4 — — Buick....... —_ ry - on 

i bly | 1942 pilot cars throug nes. |Cadillac..... steady; ve days 
schedules in branch assembly P " me “aa sheen = 


____fthe automobile industry, accord- | for a single month. Truck registra- 
esotaig to R. L. Polk & Co. tions totaled 71,170 units, exceeding 

__ The May total of 515,034 units} the previous record set in April by 
osippl 25,960 units above the April !901 units. 
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6th Straight Monthly Drop; 
1937-1940 Models Lead Dip 


Special to Automotive News 
CHICAGO. — For the sixth con- 
secutive month, used car stocks on 
a days’ supply basis declined on 
July 1, when they stood at 30.1 
days, the sales and inventory re- 
port of the Chicago Automobile 
Trade Assn. revealed last week. 
Participating in the report were 
203 dealers who sold 11,606 used 
cars during June and had 11,638 


Used Car Sales 
Decline Slightly 
In San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO.—Used car sales 
in June, as reported by dealer- 
members of San Antonio Automo- 
bile Trade Assn., were approxi- 
mately 11 percent below those for 
May, but 45 percent ahead of those 
for June, 1940. The report follows: 

There were 1,807 cars on hand at 
the start of the month with sales 
for June totaling 1,961 units, for a 
unit turnover of 109 percent against 
123 percent for May; a total value 
of $605,883; a turnover value of 104 
percent against 110 percent for 
May; and an average value of $309, 
against $310 for May. There were 
1,798 cars on hand at the end of 
the month having a total value of 
$602,914, and an average value of 
$335 against $322 for May. 

During May there were 2,240 units 
sold for a unit turnover of 123 per- 
cent, a total value of $694,292, a 
turnover value of 110 per cent, and 
an average value of $310. There 
were 1,807 cars on hand at the end 
of the month having a total value 
of $582,045, and an average value 
of $322. 

During June, 1940, there were 
1,335 cars sold for a unit turnover 
of 90 percent, a total value of $385,- 
232, a turnover value of 81 percent, 
and an average value of $289. 
There were 1,434 cars on hand at 
the end of the month having a 
total valuation of $471,359, and an 
average value of $329. 

July used car sales have started 
off well, with indications that they 
may surpass those of both May 
and June. 


Starter Drives Added 
To UMS Exchange Plan 


DETROIT.—United Motors Serv- 
ice has now added Delco-Remy 
starter drives to its exchange 
plans. With the addition of this 
item UMS now provides an ex- 
change procedure on Delco-Remy 
generators, distributors, regulators 
and starter drives, as well as Delco 
shock absorbers and AC _ fuel 


pumps. 
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and ice water.. 


on hand as of July 1. The virtual 
equality in number of cars sold and 
in stock was achieved for the first 
time since the monthly reports 
were instituted. 


The supply on July 1 compared 
with 31.8 days June 1 this year and 
July 1, 1940. The downward trend 
during 1941 is further indicated by 
figures showing a 54 days’ supply 
Jan. 1, 44.9 days Feb. 1, 43.7 days 
March 1, 41 days Apr. 1, and 35.7 
days May 1. Inventories were the 
lowest since Aug. 1, 1939, when the 
supply amounted to 29.6 days. 


All models from 1937 through 


1940 experienced a decline. The 
days’ supply by models follows: 
Age July 1 June 1 
(ore 29 36 
(>, See 33 45 
SIONS. 00.0005 37 35 
4years....... 33 34 
5 years....... 33 29 
OC POMEGs c0sv0% 26 26 
COMB. ccvves 25 19 
8 years....... 18 16 





Used Car Sales 
Big in Chicago; 
Inventories Low 


CHICAGO.—Based upon a tele- 
phone survey July 15 among 42 
dealers handling all makes of cars 
in this area, the Chicago Automo- 
bile Trade Assn. reported that the 
consensus showed demand to be 
strong, prices steady, late models 
the best sellers, inventory trend 
downward, and inventory condition 
low. 


The report carries a new feature 
in the form of “Comments,” as 
follows: 

“Used car demand was not so 
strong the first week of this month, 
but much stronger during the past 
week. The price trend is very fa- 
vorable. Late models are predomi- 
nant in this market, but sufficient 
down payments seem to be a 
problem. 


“Used car stocks are on the de- 
crease, and the supply in many 
cases is so low that inadequate 
display is handicapping good mer- 
chandising. Retail dealers reported 
no wholesaling. Out-of-town dealers 
offered good prices.” 





DeVilbiss Expands 


TOLEDO, O.—Increased demand for 
spray and exhaust equipment 
of both standard and special designs 
throughout defense industries has occa- 
sioned another substantial plant expan- 
sion at the DeVilbiss Co. here. The 
addition, which will double the size of 
the company’s spray booth and exhaust 
equipment division, is the second ex- 
peance program to be carried out by 

eVilbiss in recent months. 
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See Old Man River from a 
streamlined steamboot 
o@ unique thrill! 


















THE HIGHLIGHT OF ANY VACATION TRIP... 
that’s St. Louis, a mellow blend of old and new, right at the 
crossroads of America’s vacation trails. 

And at Hotel Mayfair you'll find guest-controlied air-condi- 
tioning...famous food and drink...rooms with bath, radio 
.and downtown St. Louis at your doorstep! 


FOR FREE ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET on Sr. Louis, 
drop a card to Charles Heiss, Mgr., 8th and St. Charles Street. 


Rates: Over 50% of all rooms $3.50 or tess, single; 
$s.00 or less, double. Special rates for families. 
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My First Sale 


OU STEWART, head of L. M. Stewart, Inc. (Chrysler-Plymouth 

distributor), St. Louis, is a former treasurer of National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn., and still is one of its executives. Naturally, 
he has a tale to tell of his first sale, and he tells it thusly: 

“The first automobile sale that I made was made on the day 
before Easter, 1914; it was a Model 79 Overland panel delivery 
wagon, a four-cylinder job with each cylinder cast separately. 
The sale was made to a Swede florist in Minneapolis. 


“I had just completed about 


a two months’ training by the 


Willys-Overland company at the factory at Toledo and had been 
sent up to Minneapolis to prove to the distributor that more 
automobiles could be sold at retail than he was selling. So it was 
with many mixed feelings that I was received by the distributing 


organization. Among the tough 


prospects that were assigned to 


me was this Swedish florist and I think the local boys were 
chuckling up their sleeves when this prospect was assigned to me. 

“My first contact with him was certainly very disheartening 
to a youngster starting in the automobile business, wondering 
whether he had the ability to sell automobiles or not, but the 
day before Easter, an inspiration came to me. Mustering up my 
courage, I appeared at the florist’s place of business early in the 
morning with a delivery wagon. I found him tearing his hair, 
wondering how he was going to deliver all his orders. When he, 
in his dilemma, saw me and thought I was there for the purpose 
of selling him an automobile, he looked at me with a bloodthirsty 
stare, but when I assured him I was not there to talk automobiles, 
but to deliver all his flower orders if he would just give me a 


call boy who knew the streets. 
“That seemed to be an ‘out’ 


for him in his dilemma, so he 


furnished me with a boy. We loaded up the delivery wagon with 
wreaths and sprays and bouquets and I delivered flowers all over 
the city of Minneapolis that day. At the end of the day when I 
returned to the florist shop with the orders all made out and told 
him I had saved his business reputation for that day but it was 
up to him to save it for himself from then on; that I felt there 
was nothing to do than to sign the order for the delivery wagon. 
Much to my surprise, he took my order book out of my hand and 
the pencil and signed it, then told me to go over to the cashier 
and get a check for the full amount. I left the delivery wagon 
right in front of the florist shop and walked back to the show- 
room with the check and were the smart local boys who had been 
chuckling at me and my tough customer slightly chagrined when 
I waved the check under their noses!” 





Nationwide Service Drive 


Is Launched by Studebaker 


SOUTH BEND. — A nationwide 
drive to improve service and stimu- 
late greater service sales among 
Studebaker distributors and dealers 
will begin on July 21, according to 
K. B. Elliott, Studebaker vice-presi- 
dent. The drive will open with a 


New Products 


New Vacuum Cleaner 
Offered by Alemite 


CHICAGO.—Upholstery and rugs 
within an automobile, which here- 
tofore have been cleaned in hit-or- 
miss fashion by whisk brooms, 
cloth dusters and the like, can now 
be as rapidly and efficiently 
cleansed as the richest carpet, and 
by the same means. 


The Alemite deluxe portable 
vacuum cleaner announced by the 
Alemite division, Stewart-Warner 
Corp., reaches and cleans under 
seats and hard-to-get-at corners 
with the same ease and efficiency 
that it draws dirt from seat and 
body upholstery, it is claimed. 

* * * 


Shatterproof Glass 
CHICAGO.—Shatterproof glass, which 
will withstand hard knocks without 
breaking and will not shatter, makes 
its first appearance in the hydrometer 
fleld in the new Imperial ‘‘K’’ Diamon 
line of battery hydrometers just an- 
pomnesd by Imperial Brass Mfg. Co. 
ere. 





New Camber Tool 
ROCK ISLAND, Ill.—A new camber 
correction tool has been developed by 
engineers of the Bear Mfg. Co. here. 
ss ¢ & 


Car Roar Quieted 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—A new de- 
vice that is claimed to reduce the roar 
caused by counter-currents in auto- 
mobiles when no-draft wings are open, 
has recently been announced by C. C. 
Kusterer and Dewey Connor here. 

ae ” * 


New Bench Center 

ROCKFORD, Ill.—The new Barber- 
Colman Bench Center for inspecting a 
wide variety of small work up to 6% 
inches diameter by 18 inches long, has 
been announced by Barber-Colman Co. 
here. eae 

Gear Shaving Machine 

DETROIT.—A new horizontal 36,000 
pound Red Ring Gear Shaving Ma- 
chine has been announced by the 
National Broach and Machine Co. for 
gears up to 36 inches in diameter, 2- 
inch pitch and having face widths up 
to 36 inches. 





meeting in South Bend at which 
final instructions to field crews will 
be issued by top executives of 
Studebaker’s sales and service de- 
partments. 


According to the plans formu- 
lated by Elliott and C. S. Fletcher, 
sales manager, four factory crews 
will cover all of Studebaker’s retail 
branches. A minimum of five meet- 
ings will be held in each branch 
and distributors will be urged to 
follow through with dealer meet- 
ings. 

“The main objective of this cam- 
paign is three-fold,” said Elliott. 
“We hope to further stimulate deal- 
ers’ revenues from sales of service 
labor, lubricants and parts and ac- 
cessories. Actually, we are project- 
ing a program of activity that 
safeguards and strengthens our 
dealers’ business during the defense 
era.” 


The four crews that will cover 
Studebaker’s branches are made up 
as follows: Crew No. 1—headed by 
R. A. Reese, includes E. J. Cremins, 
W. J. Hall and K. B. Harlow. Crew 
No. 2—headed by D. O. Wilson, in- 
cludes J. C. Shepherd, H. A. Con- 
over and M. M. Scovill. Crew No. 
3—headed by R. E. Perkey, includes 
C. G. Radebaugh, John C. Bagley 
and E. W. Dalton. Crew No. 4— 
(Pacific coast) — headed by C. K. 


a| Whittaker, president of Studebaker 


Pacific Corp., includes H. N, Kayser 
and C. A. Vane. 


Vancouver Garages Agree 
Finally on a Half-Holiday 


VANCOUVER, B. C. — Weekly 
half-holidays for garages, which 
has been under discussion in Brit- 
ish Columbia for two years, have 
now become a reality with Satur- 
day afternoons designated. 


The debate on this subject prob- 
ably holds the long-term record for 
the Vancouver city council since 
the discussion started early in 1939. 
Since then the subject has been 
aired in the Provincial legislature 
and has been debated on many oc- 
casions before public bodies. It has 
also been the subject of consider- 
able discussion at meetings of the 
Garage and Motor Trades Assn., 
the service station section of the 
Retail Merchants’ Assn. and the 
Vancouver Motor Dealers’ Assn. 
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Chicago Used Car Stocks Decline to 30-Day Supply 
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Seattle Dealers — 
Are Expanding 


Service Setups 


SEATTLE. — Following rumorg 
that local dealers would stepup 
service departments by installing 
night shifts, S. S. Sayres of Ameri- 
can Automobile Corp. (Chrysler- 
Plymouth distributor) has inaugu. ~ 


— 
pulch 


_ 
— 


rated such a plan this month. ee 
Tom Bennett jr., service mans =~ 
ager, stated: “This service meang (ev! 
we will be open continuously ex+ __ 
cept Saturday night and Sunday, 
from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. We find that ~ 
many of our customers find it ins — 
convenient to lay up their cars durs ihev' 
ing the daytime. This night service 
will take care of them, very ades ~ 
quately, we anticipate.” _ 


Other dealerships are improving —— 
their setup, and especially giving @°¥ 
major attention to the service fom 
repair department. 


Paddock-Belcourt, Inc. (Stude- 
baker distributor), is now in a new 
home at 11th and East Pine. The 
upper floor is entirely given over 
to service and shop, with much new 
equipment just installed. 


Expanding what is already re- 
garded as one of the most extensive 
service facilities in the Northwest, 
S. L. Savidge, Inc. (Dodge-Plymouth 
distributor), has just opened its 
newly-installed automobile refinish. 
ing plant, of the oven-baked enam- 
eling type. 


Printed Words 


Traffic Safety in Defense 


Theme of New Book — 


WASHINGTON. — “Priority for fluds 
Traffic Safety,” a 60-page pictorial —— 
presentation of the various ele-__ 
ments of traffic safety and their 
relation to national defense and ~~ 
the normal economic life of the 
nation, was put into circulation lino 
last week by the Automotive Safety 
Foundation. — 


Results attained through the ef- —— 
forts of 15 national specialized —— 
organizations in the field of high- Merc 
way traffic, and progress toward ~— 
the universal adoption of the —— 
standard highway safety program Nash 
for states, bearing the formal en- —— 
dorsement of 50 national organi- —— 


zations, are its dominant features, — _ 
s + «& 
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On Tire Care 
NEW YORK.—A bulletin intended to Olds 
aid users of farm tractors and imple- 
ments in properly using and caring for 
their pneumatic tire equipment so as to 
receive maximum tire life and best 
pone performance has been pub- 
ished by Rubber Manufacturers Assn. 


s ¢ & 


Rubber Tracks 
AKRON.—A special bulletin that il- 
lustrates the commercial applications 
of rubber tracks, apart from their use 
on crawler-type military vehicles and 
combat cars, has been published by 
B. F. Goodrich Co. here. 


s ¢ & 


Gar Wood Bulletins 

DETROIT.—Three new bulletins have 
been released by Gar Wood Industries, 
inc., illustrating and describing Gar 
Wood hoists and dump bodies for 1% 
to two-ton trucks, Ford trucks and 
Chevrolet trucks. 

* s * 


Timken in Defense 
_ CANTON, O.—A new book, describ- 
ing the company’s efforts in the na- 
tional defense program, has been pub- 
pamed by Timken Roller Bearing Co 
ere. 
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Technical Bulletin 
DAYTON, O.—First of a series of 
technical bulletins on new products 
and new product applications origi- 
nating in the Moraine laboratories 


here has been released by Moraine 
qroducts division of General Motors 
orp. 
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National Average, All Makes, July 6—$508-$451 
National Average, All Makes, June 28—$523-$454 
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'E This is the first time ony Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 
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gr effect on the used car market. 
at last it would seem as if the used 
ar problem has been solved—for 
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Pacific provinces in the conserva- 
tion plan came as a surprise, since 
the shortage in those areas was not 
regarded as imminent. 

Since “the regulations are not 
against using gasoline on Sundays 












have to keep the motor vehicles 
rolling, be they new or old. Intelli- 
gently handled, the service depart- 








Automotive Washington 


Car Dealer the Forgotten Man in Defense Picture; 
Suppliers Also Have a Duty 
(Continued from Page 1) 
tailer in most other lines) is the 





been increasing, of course, during 


amas, year at least. ment should be a_ tremendous but against its sale,” service sta- forgotten man of the defense | recent weeks, and ‘/eshiugton 
a m - . source of revenue, offsetting losses | 0S, Will be permitted to stay open! picture. Officials here readily ad- | sees in them portends of “- 
ons IN SOME WAYS we are count-| in other departments. on Sundays to do car greasing,| mit that, while manufacturing | future. 
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sas jatched, if we place too much con-| 1 THERE ARE dealers’ shows | rt caro 18 Out and all gasoline| ers in the main can be turned to | that the current campaign urg- 
_. fdence in that 20 percent curtail-|_.nq 1 know there will be—th Sand oil must be sold on a cash-| defense activities without loss of ing motorists to maintain their 
rnia gent. Remember, when it was first | wil) go a long way in arousi the and-carry basis. employment or great hardship to cars at the highest possible 
___ gnounced Bill Knudsen had a nig- interest of a Y iblic ‘ ‘a “2 Transport firms, taxi companies| the various entrepreneurs, that is standard of efficiency, as a 
= in the woodpile by declaring it| product. The feelin th abil and others will not be able to in-| not true in the case of distribu- | means of aiding the National 
____» be an “initial” cut. I thought at|has been that a. will . - stall gasoline storage tanks and] torships. That is particularly true | Defense program, should be 
ieut the time that “initial” sounded om-| enough changes t - ke it po th. pumps, in an effort to overcome! now, for the curtailment of com- | more generally and more em- 
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ida ext cut will be and when. I look| ical ohame, “— be several mechan-/| ment. However, big commercial] official and unofficial Washing- | business. 
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gia grprised if it were 50. Some |...” ut so far as the eye is| since they have had their own gaso-| simple solution. It welcomes Definite Data 
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oe wot that. Even at 50 we would] O°dles, gadgets, and the like. From| Faced with a three-point problem| proach; but it also visualizes THE AUTOMOTIVE industry 
ois ave a good season, comparable ae already a seen I would|—(1) conservation of foreign ex-| jts limitations, as the NADA | again this week will hold the 
__ feith some of recent years. How- ane Son the a as os Surprise in| change since Canada is dependent} unquestionably itself does. spotlight in Washington, with 
ana wer, priorities will be the main ao a a dels B © go prospecting|on oil purchases from other coun-| The feeling is growing how- | important decisions looming at 
— problem. If you can’t get material, tale a ae » ah ut it is going to/tries; (2) small output of oil in| ever, that this is not wholly a | meetings of leaders with OPACS 
wa you can’t build cars or trucks. And| make the neanle ron key cities to} Canada, and (3) transportation dif-| dealer problem. This is shared | and OPM officials. We are 
— tlooks as if priorities are going to|;nanc the people realize that the/ ficulties because of diversion of oil| py farsighted producers who un- | quickly approaching the point 
a8 hit us hard industry has something well worth | tankers to Britain, etc—the Cana-| derstand the importance of keep- | when the industry will know 
oe * the buying. 5 -_ pormemnaaty —> aimed ing their dealer organizations in- | definitely what its position will 
ok . at alleviating the situation. €| tact to the greatest degree | be probably for the remainder of 
a nt as an en sae ngage agency “ parts is one-cent increase in gasoline prices,| possible. Such organizations have | the emergency. Up to now there 
ana jok as if the seller's market we|'-.°M¢ Of the great accomplish-|for instance, is designed to meet} been built up at great expense. | has been a considerable amount 
have enjoyed for the past six ments of the Society of Automotive rising production costs and at the; They represent an immense in- | of backing and filling in the 
Ee esnthe @ill have vanished. As Engineers. It revolutionized auto- same time help to curtail consumer| yestment, not only to the indi- | capital on that question. But the 
me manufacturer told me several mobile manufacture, I feel. I recall} buying. Only recently the govern-| vidual dealers themselves but to | decisions soon to be taken are 
—_ the ago, something like 30 per- this after receiving from Dave ment slapped on a three-cent fed-| the supply sources. They are | expected to do away with any 
and saab ' - , Seen cnee. Ghat cheeeé Hunter, of A. Schrader’s Son, his| eral gasoline tax. essential not only to the proper | lingering uncertainty. 
—_ oo. > a ld in the last half of | 2° Poster, “Seventeen Important}; The new regulations go into] conduct of business during the Incidentally, there was some 
tts i? lend —e = rabbed up|Advantages of Standard Tire| effect today (July 21). period of emergency but they surprise when the UAW-CIO 
ne te a + half & ‘a of’ a Valves.” Of course, you know the} One of the provisions of the} must be kept in a flourishing | representatives showed up at 
van fo odel: D. i ee - have | Schrader valve. Along with it came} controller's proclamation specifies] condition against the day when | the meeting with the passenger 
models. Dea ve are eo z the credit given the standardized|that regardless of any contract,| the “business as usual” sign | car and motor truck repre- 
<a Sian ae bo a a 4 ns ie tire valve, by David Beecroft,| the price to consumers for gasoline| again can be hung over the front | sentatives at OPM last week. 
going to have to will be — to be | £o%mer president of the SAE, at the|and oil, in tank wagon lots, after] door of American trade and in- | Also it was a victory for OPM 
— | products and there he 7 ae * L society’s 35th anniversary last year.| Aug. 1, should not be more or less| dustry. Associate Director Sidney Hill- 
ppi sales promotion in . . pe aan Beecroft said: than the price charged to retail ** # man’s industry-labor advisory 
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uri ¢vent has been scratched from the| ...vediy the ace of automotive| The installation of any new tanks m recently with considerable fan- 
am calendar. iled les, | Standardization as measured over |is prohibited. A dealer or consumer, Plan Devised fare. The surprise was occa- 
mma, Dealers, with a = a a span of 42 years. The valve in-| owning equipment to be supplied THESE FACTS are being faced | sioned by the fact that CIO 
are going to have to do ae aan terior or core of today fits the|with fuel or oil, shall not change| here—yet it cannot be said that | President Philip Murray told a 
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The plants recommended to the 


war department by OPM are: 


from Chet Whittaker, president of 
Studebaker’s operation on the Pa- 
cific Coast. Whittaker and his asso- 
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Such tank wagons are to be used 
only in connection with the partic- 
ular bulk, storage facilities of the 


Control of Gas 
SYDNEY.—The Australian gov- 
ernment has decided to take full 
control of importation, storage and 
distribution of gasoline under na- 


practical fact. 

Nevertheless the feeling is 
expressed here that suppliers 
also have a duty—to them- 


Urge Dealers 
To Take Heed 


IN THIS connection it may be 
noted that more attention is be- 









WILLIAM S. KNUDSEN and 
Sidney Hillman, director and as- 
sociate director of OPM, got to- 






Automotivs News, Dsrrorr 


ON METHOD 


UTOMOTIVE COLLECT 1008 ore. 
ing paid to reports which are jon ee mae = 
drifting in from various parts of 
the country from automobile deal- 
ers that their floors are cleared 


of new cars. These reports have 


tional security regulations to in- 
sure future supplies. Gasoline will 
continue to be imported and dis- 
tributed through existing channels, 
but under government direction. 


fense. A night class in shop mathematics at 
int, where hundreds of trainees are bein 

“firing line’ in the $800,000,000 GM nationa 
Albert Sobey reports a 40 percent increase 
within the past year. A new wing is under construction 


anticipated expansion. 
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repared to take thelt | te Director 


and testimonials sent FREE. 
Guaranteed. Write today. ... 
Mercentile Forms Company, 


BURNING MIDNIG 
the General Motors I 


11 Avon 8t., Providence, R. 





efense program. 
in -hours of trainin 
to take care of additiona 





THE CALL TO SERVICE 


IS SOUNDING FOR EVERY 
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EFENSE - curtailed production of 
cars and trucks carries positive 
promise of two important results, which 
vitally affect the business of the entire 
dealer organization of America. 


1. Maintenance-service work becomes 
paramount in the dealer’s business 


A car or truck dealer, from now on, 
has to sell service in steady quantity to 
stay in business, to keep his organiza- 
tion intact, and to maintain the valuable 
good-will of car and truck owners. 

The nation-wide Bendix distributor- 
dealer organization and the Bendix fac- 
tory stand ready to render every co- 
operation and assistance to every auto- 
motive manufacturer to the end that his 
field organization may prosper. Skilled 
Bendix specialists, backed by adequate 
parts stocks and proper equipment, 
mean a great deal to car and truck 
dealers in rendering service. 


2. Maintenance-service work becomes 
vitally important in the nation’s defense 


Thirty-odd million cars and trucks, 
rolling a billion miles a day, have got 


to be kept rolling ... reliably, econom- 
ically, safely, for the good of the nation! 


Metals and other merchandise of 
thousands of kinds must be kept mov- 
ing by truck fleets. Men by millions 
must get to work and get home—often 
to and from prairie plants otherwise 
inaccessible. Junk “‘jaloppies’’ are men- 
aces to safety—extravagant with Amer- 
ica’s gas and oil—unreliable and un- 
admired. Owners now earning better 
incomes, are going to demand overhaul 
and upkeep service. 


Bendix intends to help with this job 
to the utmost abilities of Bendix plant 
facilities, and Bendix nation-wide serv- 
ice and parts organizations. Backing up 
America’s car and truck dealers, ready 
at their call to supply Bendix products, 
Bendix specialized service and Bendix 
educational and advisory aid, we be- 
lieve, is our obvious duty to the in- 
dustry we serve. 


BENDIX PRODUCTS DIVISION 


OF BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION 
SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 


IS PLEDGED TO HELP YOU PREPARE! 





